
 

We follow the AQA A-level specification. 
If you have any questions please email mbuckley@langton.kent.sch.uk or 
rhunter@langton.kent.sch.uk 

WELCOME TO SOCIOLOGY – an introduction to A Level. 

If you have any questions please feel free to email mbuckley@langton.kent.sch.uk or 

rhunter@langton.kent.sch.uk 

See you in September! 
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What is Sociology? 

Watch the clip and write down 5 things that tell you what Sociology is… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio  

 

 

What is Sociology (notes from video): 

1)      
 

 

2)   
 

 

3)      
 

 

4)     
 

 

5)     
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1. The defining characteristic of human behaviour is: 

A) Their gender/ sex 

B) Their social class 

C)Their Race 

D) Their integration into society  

E) Their culture  

2. We have the freedom to choose our own behaviour  

A) Yes 

B) No 

C) Depends 

D) Doesn’t matter 

E) What is freedom? 

3. What are your views on the family….  

A) Family is oppressive to women and teaches us to conform to gender roles  

B) Family is a tool of the ruling class teaching us to obey authority  

C) Family is a vital part of socialisation that teaches us norms and values  

D) Family is what you make it, everyone has a different view on it  

E) Family – what is a family? You can’t define it 

4. When it comes to inequality 

A) Gender is the most serious issue! 

B) Money and power the rich exploit the poor! 

C) Inequality is normal part of society  

D) Inequality is a label that has different meanings to people 

E) You make your own reality up 
5. When it comes to Crime  

A) The justice system is more lenient on women  

B) Criminal laws protect the rich and powerful  

C) Crime is good for society as it reminds us of the rules 

D) Crimes are actions labelled as wrong to influence our behaviour 

E) Crime – what is a crime? Can we really define what a crime is? 
6. When it comes to religion 

A) Religion oppresses and controls women – telling us to cover up and be obedient  

B) Religion is a tool used by those with power to control us  

C) Religion is a useful institution which unites people who share a common set of 
beliefs  

D) Religion means different things to different people 

E) Religion is just another meta-narrative (big story) people use to explain reality  

What kind of 

Sociologist will 

you be? – try this 

quiz and find out 

on the next page! 



  

What kind of Sociologist will you be?  

Mostly A – Our Feminist 

You are most likely to turn into our Feminist Sue Sharpe. Feminism looks at 

how society is structured in a way that benefits men while oppressing 

women – this is known as patriarchy (male domination.). The theory is often 

a misunderstood as stereotypes and misconceptions about it exists. Many 

people do not realise that there are several types of feminism such as 

black, radical feminism and liberal. 

Mostly B – Our Marxist 

You are most likely to turn into Karl Marx. Marxism looks at how society is 

constructed is a way that produces class conflict with the rich having all the 

power and control whilst the poor are oppressed. Marx argues that the 

root cause of class inequality is down to capitalism as it encourages people 

to be greedy and materialistic. Just as capitalism replaced feudalism, Marx 

argues that capitalism will one day be replaced with communism 

Mostly C- Our Functionalist 

You are most likely to turn into Emile Durkheim. Functionalism is theory which 

argues that members of society are united together by a shared set of 

idea and beliefs called ‘norms’ (normal behaviour.) These norms are 

accepted by all members in society and are enforced by structures such as 

family and education.  They see society like a human body – with all parts 

needed in order for it to ‘function’ and work effectively.  

Mostly D- Our interactionist  

You are most likely to turn into Becker/ Mead. Interactionism looks at how 

people create meaning during social interactions, how they present and 

construct the self (or identity) as well as how they define situations. One of 

the perspectives key ideas is that people act the way they do because of 

how they define situations. Becker uses the example of nudity to illustrate 

how timing, place and audience can influence how people see an action or 

idea.  

Mostly E – Our post-modernist 

You are most likely to turn into Foucault. Post-modernism is a more recent 

Sociological theory which seeks to question and de-construct existing 

structures and understandings of reality. Post modernism rejects the idea 

that one theory such as functionalism, Utilitarianism, religion or even science 

can explain reality!  



Task: To look further at these different perspectives please follow this link: 

https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/31b5a110-bffe-4156-a620-495a430ceed1/section/808116a1-

68a2-4e0a-a534-7f1f858b5255/session 

This will take you to the Seneca GCSE site for AQA Sociology.  This will give you a good foundation before starting 

your A Level course.  The only part of the course you will need to look at is Part 1 – The Sociological Approach.  

Click on ‘Start Learning’ to begin – this will go through some key information on Sociology, as well as test your 

knowledge as you go through.  You do not need to sign up, but your progress may not be saved if you choose not 

to.   
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The Seneca task will have introduced you to several Sociological perspectives. In Sociology, we will be exploring 

different contemporary issues from these different perspectives, considering which ones we feel are most useful. 

For your next task you will need to conduct your own research into the following areas. Give examples where you 

can, to demonstrate your points. If you need more room, then complete this on additional paper. Please make a 

note of any resources you use next to your answers. 

 

1) To what extent is class still a factor in today’s society?  
 

You may wish to consider aspects such as life expectancy, whether there is any relationship between social class and 

criminal activity, and whether social class can affect your educational achievement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) To what extent is the Nuclear family best placed to meet the needs of its members?  
 

You may wish to consider what the family does to help its members, what variations of the family exist today and 

whether other variations of the family cause any problems or are as able to help its members as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) To what extent are we free to be who we want to be? 
 

You may wish to consider what factors define you and how much choice you have over your choices, e.g. 

identity/schooling/career). 

 

 

 

 



4) To what extent is feminism outdated? (Summer task) 
 

I would like you to write at least one paragraph on reasons why feminism is outdated, at least one paragraph on why 

it’s still needed and a final paragraph sharing your personal view – this should conclude your essay. You will be 

marked on your ability to explain a wide range of views and the inclusion of examples and evidence.  There is no 

right or wrong conclusion to reach, but you should demonstrate how you have reached the conclusion you have.  

 

  



 

Other websites that might be of interest to future Sociologists: 

• AQA New Specification – http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-

7192/introduction  

• AQA - Example Assessment Material -http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-

7191-7192/assessment-resources  

• Examples of how society has changed – The British culture archives – www.britishculturearchive.co.uk  

• S-Cool Revision Materials  -  http://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/sociology  

• Every Day Sexism Project  -http://everydaysexism.com/index.php/about  

• Who Needs Feminism - http://whoneedsfeminism.com/about.html  

• He for She Campaign -  http://www.heforshe.org/  

• https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/reference  

•  http://politybooks.com/kenbrowne/resources.asp    

• http://www.earlhamsociologypages.co.uk   

• https://www.sociologystuff.com   

Twitter: - A few good people to follow to keep you up to date with Sociological developments. 

@langton_soc 

@tutor2uSoc 

@precookedsoc 

@podologysociol1 

@TheSocReview 

@ONS 

@BrowneKen 

@britsoci 

@Channel4News 

 

Things to watch: Documentaries by Louis Theroux and Stacey Dooley cover a wide range of matters and raise a 

lot of Sociological questions.  The Netflix series ‘Black Mirror’ also addresses a lot of Sociological problems, 

particularly from a Postmodern perspective. 

Disclaimer: Some of the ‘Black Mirror’ episodes are rated 18 and contain mature/adult themes.  

 

 

The main thing you can do to prepare for your Sociology A Level now is to keep an eye on the news.  Be critical with 

what is being reported and bring anything you want to discuss with you in September!  See you then. 
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