
Looking back, looking forward… 

 

The symbol of Langton Girls’ Grammar encapsulates tradition and modernity. On the one 

hand, a pillar of the educational community with a long history of sending students to the 

best universities, institutes and employers worldwide. On the other, a forward thinking, 

innovative school which is at the forefront of change and progress. 

 

The school’s coat of arms shows the heraldic lion which denotes Canterbury’s links to 

royalty and symbolises courage, leadership and ferocity under provocation. The griffin is a 

legendary creature with the body of a lion and the head and wings of an eagle. Only a 

female griffin has wings and is usually shown rearing up, facing left, and standing on one 

hind leg with the other leg and the claws raised; this posture is described as ‘’segreant’’, a 

word uniquely applied to griffins and is the exact equivalent of the description of lions and 

other creatures in heraldry as ‘’rampant’’. As protectors from evil and a guardians of the 

light, the griffin represents ‘’wisdom joined to fortitude, but wisdom should lead and 

fortitude follow’’. 

 

The three choughs, birds of the crow family, were taken from the coat of arms of Thomas 

Becket, the Archbishop and martyr whose shrine in Canterbury Cathedral was a place of 

pilgrimage in the Middle Ages. It was said that a crow did stray into the Cathedral and peck 

about in the sanguine chaos, staining its legs and beak, which provides its distinctive 

colouring. While crows are often associated with sadness or grief, they symbolise spiritual 

and emotional transformation as they are watchful, intelligent creatures who are said to be 

gifted with foresight. 

 

 
 

 



Langton Girls’ Grammar’s school motto, ‘’Meliora Sequamur’’ (Let us aim for better things) 

underlines the belief that we are lifted up and borne aloft by the understanding gained by 

those who have gone before us. Previous Headmistresses and students at Langton have 

embraced schemes for branching out in to new frontiers, celebrated individualism and 

ensured that Langton continues to be at the vanguard.  

 


