
1922 – 1929 

 

The 1920s are often called the ‘’Roaring Twenties’’ – a time of riotous good fun, loud music and wild 

enjoyment when everyone was having a good time! For those that joined in the party, it was a time of 

liberation and rebellion against traditional values as all women were given the vote in 1928. More 

households owned a radio, which gave access to new music as Jazz and the Blues. The newspaper and 

magazine industries found that sex sold and in a small suburb outside Los Angeles, called Hollywood, a 

major film industry was developing as Theda Bara and Clara Bow were sold as the ‘’It’’ girls where 

everybody knew that ‘’It’’ meant sex. Women were said to faint at the sight of male stars like Rudolph 

Valentino as a half-naked Arab prince in The Sheik (1921). Dances like the Charleston became an obsession 

among young people. New styles of behaviour were summed up by the image of the flapper; a woman 

who wore short dresses and make – up and who smoked in public as cars carried boyfriends and girlfriends 

beyond the moral gaze of their parents. 

 

While this is not how everyone saw this decade, perhaps it is no coincidence that Miss Dorothy Menzies 

stepped in to the vacancy of Headmistress at SLGS, caused by Miss Proudfoot’s retirement. The 

competition for the post had been fierce. Miss Menzies, who had attended Camden School for Girls and 

North London Collegiate (made famous by Miss Buss) and had a Chemistry degree from Royal Holloway, 

University of London, was chosen from eighty – eight applicants. She was vivacious, approachable and her 

mantra, ‘’I think girls should be happy’’ boded well for the girls who attended Langton. She was 

determined that each girl should ‘’develop her own individuality along its own lines, whether artistic, 

literary, dramatic or athletic’’ and looked to the alliance of the formal curriculum and voluntary activities to 

achieve it. 

 

Miss Menzies’ interest in the social side of school life brought about the development in clubs and 

societies. The Natural History Society burgeoned and many Saturday afternoons were spent with Miss 

Steadman, the Science mistress, collecting shells on The Street at Whitstable, botanizing at Seasalter or 

inspecting the seashore flora at Sandwich. The Historical Society chronicled the life and times of Fordwich, 

Harbledown, Richborough and Rochester and was involved in debating, serious research and included 

talented Drama students presenting scenes for the ‘’Historical Cinematograph’’ (an apparatus for showing 

film). The Sketch Club* was run by the Miss Twynman whose outstanding talent lay in water colours and 

the inauguration of a Junior Branch of the League of Nations in 1925 directed girls’ attention to world 

problems. 

 

Miss Menzies’ interest in social gatherings meant that anticipation of her Christmas parties was ‘’almost as 

pleasurable as the events themselves’’. It was decided that an ‘’Old Girls’ Association’’ should hold its 

inaugural meeting in the Sundial Tea Rooms on Great Russell Street in London so that those that had 

moved out of the Canterbury area could get there easily. Walks, bathing, tennis parties and matinees at 

the Lyric theatre were the focus of further, regular, weekend reunions. There was care for others outside 

the Langton community too as a ‘’School Cot’’ was maintained in the Canterbury Hospital by weekly 

contributions and gifts were sent to the Distressed Miners’ Fund after the strike of 1926. 

 

Miss Menzies’ desire that parents share in the school’s interests and understand her view of education 

meant that she welcomed them to a growing number of public occasions such as school plays and ‘’parents 

days’’ which provided an opportunity for all to see demonstration lessons, choral singing, netball, dancing, 



gymnastic displays and, for the first time, ‘’Sports Day’’ – instigated in 1924. For the first time, inter-school 

and inter-form matches were held in a variety of sports including Gymnastics as cups, trophies and badges 

added to the zest of physical activity. In 1924, Form IVb noted that ‘’An exciting game was introduced to 

us, called Lacrosse and was the topic of conversation for several weeks’’. 

 

By the time Miss Menzies moved on to her next appointment in 1929, Langton Girls’ School had two 

hundred and eighty students on roll and the White Friars site had become too small as ‘’classrooms were 

so packed that it was virtually impossible to pass between the desks’’. She had ‘’won the deep affection of 

the pupils past and present’’ and had created a community that was as interested in sending its students to 

higher education as it was in developing the whole person. ‘’The girl who has learned to control her body’’ 

Miss Menzies said, ‘’to keep her  mind fixed upon a definite purpose, to be courteous and reliable in all her 

dealings, and to be content with nothing less than the best of which she is capable, is the truly educated 

girl’’. 

 

Thus Miss Menzies legacy lives on in our school today as we also seek to focus on more than academic 

results. Just as Miss Menzies provided a safe, happy and supportive environment in which to develop and 

prepare Langton Girls for the challenges and opportunities of today and tomorrow, so we address our 

community’s comprehensive needs through the shared responsibility of the ‘’Langton Family’’. 
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