
1881 - 1899 
  
Generally speaking, Victorian parents were unused to the notion that girls had minds worth 
cultivating and the established view had been that daughters should be educated to be amiable, 
inoffensive, ‘’always ready to give pleasure’’ and to ‘’get a husband’’. 
  
Miss Sarah Jane Hamm, aged 36, who was appointed as the first Headmistress of Simon Langton 
Girls’ School (SLGS) in 1881, was different. She strove to offer wider, richer educational 
opportunities to young women which would include; Scripture, the three Rs, Geography, History, 
English Grammar, Composition and Literature, Mathematics, Latin, Natural Science, Drawing, Drill, 
Vocal Music, Domestic Economy and the Laws of Health and French. 
  
The selection of students came next. The girls had to take an entrance examination, both written 
and viva voce. Their skill in reading, dictation, arithmetic and the geography of England was tested 
and 61 girls aged between 7 and 16 were selected to start the term of 1881. 4 more girls (Charlotte 
Robus, Ada Harris, Jane Williams and Lucy Andrews) were awarded scholarships to the sum of £12 
per annum for the next three years from which school fees and payment for books were deducted. 
  
Miss Hamm made the first staff appointments including Miss Amelia Proudfoot, a French teacher 
and future Headmistress of Simon Langton Girls’. Sergeant H Court was appointed to put ‘’his ladies’’ 
through their physical exercises every Friday afternoon which included the use of dumb bells, 
‘’Indian clubs’’ and foils for fencing. He followed P.H. Ling’s Swedish System where the girls would 
march in step, bending and stretching, swinging clubs in rhythmic, controlled movement ‘’made not 
only for a healthy body, but a graceful carriage’’.  
 
During their exercises, the girls wore ‘’white canvas shoes over black woollen stockings, heavy navy 
serge dresses with knickers of the same, collars and belts of pale blue flannel’’. Otherwise they wore 
‘’long sleeved dresses, high at the neck and low at the hem, with tuckers of white linen or cambric 
tacked inside the neck and wristbands’’. 
 
In 1887, SLGS started to take girls from ‘’country areas’’. As transport was negligible, girls from 
Bridge walked to and from school every day and those that lived in Barham took the ‘’horse-bus’’ 
and had to allow for a journey of one and a half hours at a time when the bicycle was an expensive 
luxury. Some parents who lived at a distance boarded their children in houses approved by the 
Governors on Old Dover Road, Watling Street and St George’s Street. 
 
While some parents and many commentators argued that the discipline of concentrated study and 
examinations might harm the ‘’delicate constitutions’’ of the girls, Miss Hamm forged ahead 
regardless. Rose Twyman became the first girl to pass the Junior Cambridge Local Examinations in 
December 1892, Amy Carter passed at the age of just 12 before taking the Senior Local Examination 
and winning a scholarship to Girton College Cambridge to read for the Mathematical Tripos, which 
she passed as a Senior Optime. This encouraged four more girls’ to secure places at Cambridge by 
1899; Fanny Bunce, Margaret Shaxby, Mabel Newman and Florence Cole. Meanwhile, Mary Tourtel 
(née Caldwell) a talented artist at Simon Langton Girls’ School became known to the general public 
for her creation of Rupert Bear, whose adventures gave so much pleasure to so many children. 
 
For all of the wonderful opportunities that Miss Hamm had provided for the girls during her 8 years 
at the helm, an illness had crept upon her and she was forced to tender her resignation in 1899. 
Though she was to die just two years later at the age of 56, Miss Hamm will now live on in our 
History forever as a woman who broke the mould, just as so many of our girls do today. 
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