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INFORMATION 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

 

Headteacher: Mr P Pollard 
Deputy Headteacher: Mr R Green 
Senior Assistant Head (Pastoral): Mrs H Tranter 
Senior Assistant Head (Academic): Mr J Senechal 
Academic Lead (Year 7): Mrs M Buckley 
Academic Lead (Year 8): Mrs A Dean  
Academic Lead (Year 9): Mrs C Pollard 
Academic Lead (Year 10): Mr A Mason  
Academic Lead (Year 11): Dr L Rodgers 
Senior Pastoral Lead: Mrs K Clarke 
Pastoral Manager (Year 7 & 8): Mrs N Liston 
Pastoral Manager (Year 9 & 10): Miss E Howard 
Pastoral Manager (Year 11 & 12): Miss L Matthews 
Pastoral Manager (Year 12 & 13): Mrs L Bramwell 
Chair of Governors: Mr A Kimble 
 
Telephone Number: (01227) 463711 
 
Timings of the Day: Start of Day 8.45 am 
 End of Day 3.25 pm 
 
E-mail Address: post@langton.kent.sch.uk 
Absence E-mail Address: attendance@langton.kent.sch.uk 
Website: www.langton.kent.sch.uk 
Facebook: Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar School 
Twitter: @SLGGS 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LANGTON VALUES 
During their seven years at the school, students embark upon their personal Langton Journey. Together they develop a 
shared set of values and learning behaviours, qualities expected from all. We call these the Langton Values. 
 
Ambitious. Confident. Independent. Creative. Four words encapsulating our mission that all students are: 
 
• ambitious in their dreams and thinking 
• confident in themselves and their abilities 
• independent in their mind and actions 
• creative in their problem-solving and imagination 
 
Being a member of the Langton Family means making a personal commitment to the improvement of yourself, society 
and the wider world; it proudly celebrates its differences as individuals and shared history as a school. It recognises that 
the journey of education is one of personal and academic growth; that through perseverance, creativity and strength 
any challenge can be met and conquered. It understands that wellbeing is the foundation of development, and that we 
ignite our potential through hard work and commitment. 
 
Our school. Our journey. Your future. 
 

 



THE CURRICULUM AT A GLANCE 

 

Year 7 English, Maths, Science, Physical Education, Religious Education, 
Computer Science, History, Geography, Art, Music, Design 
Engineering, Drama, IVE and Personal Development 

MFL: one of French, German or 
Spanish 
 
Maths is the only subject which is 
in sets from Year 7 

Year 8 Continue with subjects as above 
Latin, 2nd MFL and Textiles are added 

Year 9 Continue with subjects as above, with Science separated into Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
Mini-options are taken, allowing for students to choose whether to continue with one or two languages 
Ancient Greek GCSE available (off-timetable) (2-year) 

Year 10 Continue: English (Lang), English (Lit), Maths, Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry & Physics) or 
Trilogy Science, at least one MFL (French, German or Spanish) or Latin. Physical Education and IVE are 
non-examination subjects + Personal Development/Enrichment 
 
GCSE Option Subjects:  
 
Art & Design: Fine Art 
Art & Design: Textiles 
Classical Civilisation 
Computing 
Design & Technology: Product Design 
Drama 
Geography 
History 
Latin 
Music 
PE 
Religious Studies 
2nd MFL (French, German or Spanish) 
 
9 GCSEs in total  
 
Ancient Greek available (off-timetable) 

Year 11 Continue with GCSE options chosen in Year 10 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 
The school offers a variety of extra-curricular clubs and Societies, most of which are held during the lunchtime 
period. These are all detailed on the school website (www.langton.kent.sch.uk) under Life at Langton/Clubs and 
Societies.  
 
Typical clubs include: KS3 Quartet, Year 7 Orchestra, Percussion Club, Theory Club, Sax and Woodwind Ensemble, 
Flute Ensemble, Beginner Brass, Junior Choir, Full Orchestra, Lunchtime Recitals, Musicals Choir, Soul and Funk 
Band, String Trios, String Orchestra, Brassies, Band Night, Ukulele Club, Debating Society, Lego Club, Computer 
Code Club, Art Club, GCSE Classical Greek, Netball, Dance and Football, Power of People Society, MindLab, Textiles, 
Orchard Club, Langton Language Centre. 

  

http://www.langton.kent.sch.uk/


SEND 

The school has an established policy on Special Educational Needs and Disabilities and continues each year to refine the 
support we give. The Learning Base provides a hub to ensure that the needs of all students are appropriately met. Our 
dedicated SEND team work closely with Pastoral Managers, Form Tutors and subject teachers to enable every student 
to thrive. Staff are up-to-date with the latest research and guidance and most appropriate support strategies for our 
students. 
 
Needs are identified by the previous school, or from concerns raised by parents, teaching staff or the students 
themselves. The needs met in school are varied and include specific learning difficulties, like dyslexia, speech, language 
and communication; needs like autism spectrum condition, social, emotional and mental health needs like ADHD and 
physical disabilities like visual or hearing impairments. The new building is fully DDA compliant. The assessment of a 
student’s individual needs is the outcome of staff discussion drawn from a variety of sources and following consultation 
with parents and the student. The strategies implemented are coproduced by the SENDCo, parents and student. Day-to-
day support is coordinated by the SENDCo, the SEND Administrator, an experienced team of LSAs and supported by the 
Pastoral Managers for the relevant year group, Form Tutors and subject teachers. The school’s SEND policy can be found 
on our website (www.langton.kent.sch.uk).  

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

All students in Years 7-11 have a one-hour lesson once a week covering a range of relevant and interesting topics which 
help equip our students for adult life. These lessons are delivered in a sensitive and supportive environment, at an age-
appropriate level.  Developing their understanding and helping them to explore their own personal views on a variety of 
topics. 
 
We provide Personal Development through spiral programmes that gradually expand and enrich key concepts, increase 
knowledge, deepen understanding, and rehearse and develop key skills through a thematic approach. 
 
The Personal Development curriculum is divided into six parts:  

• Rights, Responsibilities and British Values 

• Celebrating Diversity and Equality 

• Relationships and Sex Education 

• Staying Safe, Online and Offline 

• Health and Wellbeing 

• Life beyond School 
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year 7 Positive 
Psychology 

Positive 
Psychology 

Celebrating 
Difference 

Friends, 
Respect and 
Relationships 

Puberty and 
Periods 

Internet Safety 

Year 8 The Real Game 
– Careers and 
Financial 
capability 

Identity, Body 
Image and 
Relationships 

Adolescence – 
The art of 
growing up 

Physical health 
and mental 
wellbeing 

Proud to be 
me 

Internet Safety 

Year 9 Sexuality and 
Gender 

Decision 
Making and 
GCSE choices 

Contraception 
and STI’s 

Sex, the law 
and consent 

First Aid Drugs and 
Alcohol 

ENRICHMENT 

Students in Year 7 spend time in the first terms really getting to know each other in the form, whilst also developing a 
strong sense of self. Other topics include a Fair Trade module, work with local community links learning about the aging 
process, becoming a dementia friend and supporting a nearby older persons home. We finish the year with a project in 
the school’s ‘orchard’ – this year the students have worked on creating a plant mandala. 
 
During Year 10 Enrichment students will choose either a sports leaders, arts award or follow a MindLab Psychology 
course. There will also be a rotation on a healthy eating/cookery module. 

http://www.langton.kent.sch.uk/


RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND EDUCATION 

The school has no religious affiliation; all students attend assemblies at least once a week although these are not 
religious. Year 7 and 8 have two lessons of Religious Education per fortnight; Year 9 have three lessons per fortnight. In 
Year 10 students have one lesson of Religious Education per fortnight delivered through the IVE programme. The 
syllabus is based on the Agreed Syllabus for Kent. Our annual Commemoration in the Cathedral is of a broadly Christian 
character. Any parents wishing their child to be withdrawn from worship or instruction should notify the headteacher. 

WELFARE, SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE 

Home is the most important influence on a child’s education and we work in close partnership with parents to ensure a 
safe and secure environment in which to learn. Being placed in a form within a year group means that all students are 
well known to key members of staff. Tutors, Pastoral Managers and Academic Leads build close relationships with 
parents and there is a package of opportunities, tailored for each year group, for exchanging information and discussing 
students’ progress and achievements.  
 
The Form Tutors, Academic Leads, Pastoral Managers and the Senior Leadership Team work closely together to 
establish the unique Langton ethos, so important to the emotional and academic development of our students. Each 
plays an important role in the day-to-day lives of your child. 

FORM TUTORS 

Your child’s Form Tutor will see them every day. They get to know the students in their form quickly, acting as both an 
academic and pastoral point of support. They are the first person your child will speak to if they have a problem. For 
most questions and concerns they are the first point of contact for parents by email.  

PASTORAL MANAGER 

The Pastoral Manager oversees the day-to-day welfare of the students. Working closely with the Form Tutors, Academic 
Leads and Senior Assistant Head, they focus particularly on issues of attendance, pastoral support and behavioural 
concerns. They are often the first person to contact home, and the first point of contact for parents with more serious 
concerns. 

ATTENDANCE OFFICER 

The Attendance Officer undertakes all administrative tasks associated with the recording, management and monitoring 
of attendance, sickness and appointments of students in school. They work closely alongside families, the Pastoral Team 
and the Educational Welfare Officer for KCC to promote attendance and to reduce levels of absence. 

ACADEMIC LEADS 

The Academic Lead provides support to students, in an identified year group in the school, to enable them to reach their 
full potential. They identify and help remove barriers to learning, whilst stretching and challenging all. 

MENTAL HEALTH 

At Simon Langton Girls’ our approach to mental health and wellbeing focuses on the importance of evidence-based 
prevention and early intervention in school, alongside challenging any stigmas associated with poor mental health. 
 
Recent research has identified that a focus on mental toughness, emotional resilience and meta-cognition are at the 
heart of a ‘prevention based’ model to support mental health and emotional wellbeing within schools, coupled with 
targeted intervention when needed. 
 
Through their Personal Development lessons all students take part in a positive psychology module as part of a spiral 
curriculum within their lessons. This is part of a multi-faceted programme that places education and guidance for all 
students as its core principle, whilst utilising many additional options to ensure the best provision is available when 
most needed. The students study and gain an insight into their resilience, their vulnerabilities, self-efficacy, intrinsic 
motivation and meaning. The strengths-based resilience programme will also focus on positive emotions, engagement, 
achievement, creating meaningful relationships and optimism.  



SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Our library is a thriving part of the school community and a friendly, comfortable and quiet place to work and relax for 
all year groups. 
 
Our librarian, Mrs Smith, is helped by a dedicated team of Junior Librarians from Year 8 onwards. Sixth Form librarians 
can also apply for the position of Head Librarian.  
 
Students are encouraged to use the library throughout their time at our school. Year 7 students and new members of 
the Sixth Form receive a library induction when they join the school. Book and cake sales are regularly held to raise 
money for the charity BookAid International and for projects within the library. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART 
The art department is very well resourced and enables students to explore and experiment with a wide range of media 
and techniques including drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, mixed-media and 3D work. We have a table-top 
etching press, as well as ceramic facilities with a kiln to fire clay work on site. Specialist art teachers support students to 
develop key skills, build confidence in their ability and discover an enthusiasm for creative work.  
 
Each project at KS3 builds in opportunities to develop personal responses, connect to artists and reflect upon and 
evaluate work as it progresses. Problem-solving skills, inventive playfulness and critical and creative thinking skills are 
also required and assessed. Opportunities outside of the curriculum are offered to KS3 students such as lunch time art 
clubs and invitations to enter competitions. We also welcome participation in our annual ArtsFest which celebrates the 
incredible artistic talents of our students across the arts disciplines.  
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 Term 1 Unit 1a - The Drawing Project: Focussing on the formal elements and the development of 
key skills. Experimenting with a range of drawing media and mark-making tools. Connecting and 
responding to the work of artists 
Term 2 Unit 1b - 3D project: Translating ideas three-dimensionally in clay and practising clay 
building techniques. Using slips and glazes 
Term 3 & 4 Unit 2 - Portraits and Identity: Tonal drawing, use of proportion and effective 
composition. Developing personal ideas and connecting to artists. Learning to mix, blend and apply 
colour in painting 
Term 5 & 6 Unit 3 - A Focus on Artists, Makers and Creators: Connecting to artists and analysing art 
work. Experimenting with print making techniques. Learning about art practices, about what art 
can be. Making and planning site specific work for ArtsFest 

8 Term 1 & 2 Unit 1 - People and their Environment: Drawing, print-making and painting in response 
to the theme 
Term 3 & 4 Unit 2 - Dada and Surrealism: Using perspective and pictorial space. Exploring visual 
metaphors and symbolism whilst engaging with the work of artists. Experimenting with 
unconventional mixed-media and collage – a focus on accidental mark-making, discovery and 
unexpected outcomes 
Term 5 & 6 Unit 3 – Fragments: Focus on Cubism and abstraction. Exploring concepts. Working in 2 
and 3 dimensions 

9 *Terms 1 – 
5 Art Mini-
option 
*Term 6 – 
GCSE 

Term 1, 2 & 3 Unit 1 - Thematic project (selected from GCSE exam units): Exploring and developing 
personal ideas in a range of media toward a final outcome 
Term 4 & 5 Unit 2 - 3D project: Experimenting with 3D techniques and processes 
Term 6 Unit 3 - Foundation skills – preparing for GCSE: Drawing, print-making and mixed-media 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSICS: LATIN & GREEK 
We are proud to offer Latin and Classical Greek in Key Stage 3 at SLGGS, building upon the classical tradition in this 
school which has been unbroken since it was founded. The language and culture of the classical world has had a lasting 
legacy on the Western world. Over half of words in the English language are derived from Latin and a larger percentage 
in other European languages. The study of classical languages therefore provides an in-depth understanding of language 
structure, vocabulary and encourages an ability to reason logically. Alongside language learning students will study the 
culture and history of the ancient world. Issues such as the range of Roman entertainment, slavery,  the treatment of 
women and the Roman impact on Britain and Egypt are covered in detail. Latin is part of all students’ curriculum in Year 
8 and then part of the mini-options language process in Year 9. We follow the Cambridge Latin Course which was 
updated in 2022. We are one of only a few state schools to offer Classical Greek as an extracurricular class in Year 9, this 
leads to a full GCSE qualification in Year 10. 

Year Group Areas of Study 

8 Latin 

Cambridge 
Latin Course 
Book 1 

In each stage the study of the Latin language is set in its historical context by studying 12 aspects of Roman 
life and culture: 

Term 1 Stages 1-2: Introduction to the Roman family, houses, food and daily life; basic work on nouns and 
verbs 
Term 2 Stages 3-4: The town of Pompeii and its forum; developing case usage and verb endings 
Term 3 Stages 5-6: Entertainment in the Roman Theatre and Roman use of slavery; Latin plurals and 
introduction of the perfect & imperfect tenses 
Term 4 Stages 7-8: The Romans and the supernatural & focus on the Roman amphitheatre; further study of 
the perfect & imperfect tenses and introduction of the accusative plural 
Term 5 Stages 9-10: The Roman baths and Roman schools; introduction of the Dative case and consolidation 
of verb tenses, with special focus on the present 
Term 6 Stages 11-12: Roman elections and the archaeological implications of the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius; 
verbs that take the dative and general consolidation of the three tenses covered by the course: present, 
perfect, imperfect 

9 Latin 

Cambridge 
Latin Course 
Book 2 

In each stage the study of the Latin language is set in its historical context by studying appropriate aspects of 
Roman life and culture: 

Term 1 Stage 13-14: Roman influence in Britain, especially on the economy & agriculture; the infinitive, volo 
& possum 
Term 2 Stage 14-15: How the Romans governed Britain, with special focus on King Cogidubnus; use and 
agreement of adjectives 
Term 3 Stage 15-16: The palace at Fishbourne; revision of verb tenses & introduction of the pluperfect 
Term 4 Stage 16-17 Alexandria and the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World; the genitive Case 
Term 5 Stages 17-18 Life in Roman Egypt, with a focus on glassmaking; more on adjectives 
Term 6 Stages 19-20 The worship of Isis and ancient medicine; hic, haec, hoc & imperatives; the present 
participle 
Students also gain a qualification: Entry Level Latin (OCR) 

9 Greek 

Textbook: 
Greek to GCSE 
by John Taylor 

Term 1 – Chapters 1 & 2: introduction to verbs and nouns in 1st & 2nd declensions 
Term 2 – Chapter 3: Future and imperfect tenses 
Term 3 – Chapter 4: Aorist Tense 
Term 4 – Chapter 5: 3rd declension nouns and adjectives, participles 
Term 5 – Chapter 6: focus on participles; Aorist participle 
Term 6 – Chapter 6: Future participle, possessive dative 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
We strive to equip our students to use computational thinking and creativity to understand and take part in the digital 
world. We prepare them to recognise the risks when using technology and discover what safety measures they can 
follow to reduce this. Computing has deep links with mathematics, science, and design and technology, and provides to 
be the underpinned subject to link across a vast range of careers.  
 
Our curriculum expands beyond the national curriculum to ensure that our students are able to understand how a 

computer works, as well as develop their basic software skills to guarantee they become digitally literate citizens. During 

Year 7, 8 & 9, they will express themselves and develop their ideas through information and communication technology 

at a suitable level to become active participants in our digital world and their future workplace. We follow the NCCE 

(CAS) progression pathways which support the three main strands form the national curriculum.  

• Computer Science  

• Information Technology 

• Digital Literacy 

 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 
  

Term 1: Impact of technology: collaborating online respectfully 
Term 2: Modelling data: spreadsheets 
Term 3: Networks: from semaphores to the internet 
Term 4: Programming essentials in Scratch Part I - Applying the programming constructs of 
sequence, selection, and iteration in Scratch 
Term 5:  Programming essentials in Scratch Part II - Using subroutines to decompose a problem that 
incorporates lists in Scratch 
Term 6: Using media 

8 Term 1: Computing systems  
Term 2: Developing for the web 
Term 3: Introduction to Python programming  
Term 4: Mobile app development  
Term 5: Representations: from clay to silicon  
Term 6: Media: vector graphics 

9 Term 1: Cybersecurity  
Term 2: Data science  
Term 3: Physical computing - Sensing and controlling with the micro:bit using Python 
Term 4: Representations - Representing images and sound using binary digits 
Term 5: Media animations  
Term 6: Python programming with sequences of data 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESIGN ENGINEERING 
LINK TO OTHER SUBJECTS/DEGREES/CAREERS 
Design Engineering sits well with maths and science subjects as it teaches key skills in problem solving, project 
management, rethink design and development of conceptual ideas. It can link well with the Arts, developing 
competency with different materials and creativity. For anyone aspiring towards a degree and/or career in engineering, 
design or manufacturing it is an essential subject. Students go on to study Architecture, Engineering or Product Design. 
 

SKILLS/COMPETENCIES DEVELOPED 
Aside from the obvious making and assembling skills, students learn about drawing and graphical representation, the 
use of computers for drawing and product creation through the use of the laser cutter, 3D printing and CNC routing. 
Design Engineering also gives students an increased knowledge of, and competence with using ICT in a practical way 
through the use of CAD programmes. 
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 & 8 Unit 1: Art Deco Box – design and make a timber box in the style of Art Deco 
Unit 2: Tube Map Puzzle – design and make a tube map puzzle in the style of Henry Beck 
Unit 3: Compact Mirror – Design and make a Compact Mirror in the style of Des Stijl design 
movement. Teaches about CAD and sublimation printing 
Unit 4: Clocks – design and make a design clock suitable for a chosen target market, make in acrylic 
Unit 5: Graphic skills – looking and presentation skills and drawing skills to make the students into 
successful young designers 
Unit 6: CAD skills – Students learn Tinkercad, a free online modelling programme 
 
NB. Students study Design Engineering for the whole year in either Year 7 or Year 8 

9 Unit 1: Tablet Stand – design and make a tablet stand based on the bagpress manufacturing 
process 
Unit 2: Anglepoise Lamp – a skills unit where students manufacture their own interpretation of the 
famous anglepoise lamp, in timber 
Unit 3: Biomimicry Bookmark – students explore conceptual ideas to design and make a bookmark 
inspire from design in nature. This uses the sublimation process to print on metal 
Unit 4: Sustainable Candleholder – A short project exploring sustainability and reuse by making a 
candle holder from repurposed timber 
Unit 5: Eliminium Light – A simple and playful folded metal light based on an animal, powered by a 
usb colour changing LED light 
Unit 6: Graphic skills – observational and presentation skills and drawing skills to make the students 
into successful young designers 
 
NB. Students make mini option choices in the creative subjects and through these opt into studying 
Design Engineering 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA 
Drama is offered to students in Year 7 (with the exception of Year 8) all the way through to KS5 if they choose the 
subject as one of their options areas. We also offer LAMDA lessons which allows students to take their examinations in 
speech and drama through private lessons with our specialist teacher. Students can also join one of our lunchtime 
drama clubs to expand their improvisation and scripted performance skills. There are several opportunities for students 
to perform throughout the year whether that be in our showcase evenings or Artsfest. 
 
Drama is a subject which offers students the opportunity to build a range of skills through explorations of text, 
discussion, group work and role-play. We offer students the opportunity to study a wide range of texts and build their 
confidence in performing. Many of these such as problem solving, public speaking and developing empathy can be 
utilised in other subject areas. 
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 Term 1: Darkwood Manor – Roleplay,Devising, Characterisation 
Term 2: Treasure Island - National Theatre, Railway Children - Theatre Design 
Term 3: Commedia dell’arte – Improvisation & One Man Two Guvnors production 
Term 4: Contemporary Scripted texts: Curious Incident of The Dog In The Night-time – excerpts; 
Refugee Boy by Lemn Sissay; Augustus Boal practitioner 
Term 5: Greek Theatre – Oedipus & Antigone script excerpts 
Term 6: Shakespeare in the Park Midsummer Night’s Dream/Tempest 

9 Term 1: Paper Birds/Practitioner – Mobile/Broke – Devising 
Term 2: Stage Combat-Romeo and Juliet – with Squire Stage Combat Workshop 
Term 3: Live Theatre-National Theatre Small Island? 
Term 4: Physical Theatre – Frantic Assembly – Othello production 
Term 5: Stanislavski Practitioner & script excerpts – The Crucible/contemporary scripts 
Term 6: Noughts and Crosses 

 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH 
The knowledge-rich curriculum offered in English introduces students to an ambitious breadth of texts to encourage 
their own intellectual curiosity and ignite a passion for independent reading. Students are coached in how to use critical 
thinking skills to explore how texts are crafted and what influences writers’ choices, to not only analyse texts but 
develop their own writing skills and creativity too. 
 

Year Group Areas of Study  

7 Unit 1: Exploring Language 
Unit 2: Poetry Across Time 
Unit 3: Introduction to Shakespeare 
Unit 4: The Evolution of the Novel 
Unit 5: Stories on Stage 
Unit 6: Literary Non-Fiction 

8 Unit 1: Traditional Tales 
Unit 2: Short Stories 
Unit 3: Texts in Context (play) 
Unit 4: World Poetry 
Unit 5: The Art of Rhetoric 
Unit 6: Shakespearean Comedy 

9 Unit 1: Becoming a Journalist 
Unit 2: Relationship Poetry 
Unit 3: Shakespearean Tragedy 
Unit 4: Gothic Literature  
Unit 5: Coming of Age (novel) 
Unit 6: Crafting Language for Effect 

 
  

 



 

FRENCH 
In a world of shifting sands and emerging global economies, of changing landscapes in Europe and new ventures with 
international trade partners, it has never been more important to learn another language. It gives us the possibility to 
understand other cultures and interact on a level that is not possible without using the mother tongue of the other 
country. English is not enough, and Britain is lagging behind where 2 or 3 language is the norm in other countries! The 
London School of Economics states that we lose a £3.5 billion in trade revenue due to our inability to speak languages. 
The country is experiencing a language crisis, and we are at the forefront to correct this. 
 
At the Langton Language Centre our motto is ‘Languages for Life’ and through this our ambition to empower our 
students to compete in the global labour market at the highest level. Their language journey will give them a very 
tangible skill, having also had the opportunity to hone the ‘soft skills’, which employers’ demand, during the process; 
problem solving, creativity, working with others, independence, overcoming fears and improving self-confidence.  
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 Term 1: Introduction and consolidation of any French learnt in Primary School 
Term 2: Describing yourself and others 
Term 3: Discussing school, timetables, subjects and food 
Term 4: Talking about free time and hobbies 
Term 5: Describing where you live, your family and learning about French festivals 
Term 6: Discussing weekend activities, offering invitations to go out and planning future activities 

8 FL1 
Terms 1 & 2: Last weekend and going out (past tense) 
Terms 3 & 4: Shopping; clothes; invitations and excuses 
Terms 5 & 6: Food, shopping for food, ordering food 
 
FL2 
Term 1: Introduction and consolidation of any French learnt in Primary School 
Term 2: Describing yourself and others 
Term 3: Discussing school, timetables, subjects and food 
Term 4: Talking about free time and hobbies 
Term 5: Describing where you live, your family and learning about French festivals 
Term 6: Discussing weekend activities, offering invitations to go out and planning future activities 

9 Terms 1 & 2: Project on holidays based on the film: ‘Mon père ce héros’ 
Terms 3 & 4: Le Petit Prince – project based on ‘Le Petit Prince’ 
Term 5: Holidays in Normandie project 
Term 6: Start of GCSE topics 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
The Key Stage 3 course in Geography has been designed to enable students to develop a solid grounding in the 
underlying principles and theories of Geography. 

We have worked to ensure a foundation in applied Geographic Skills, Natural Resources, Population, Coastal landforms 
and processes, Development and Tectonics. The skills and knowledge contained in each of these is fundamental for 
students further learning and bridges ensures they will have a broad understanding ahead of their GCSE option choices, 
layering the basic information and skills they require for further study. In addition, we have aimed to fill gaps in Earth 
Science and Tectonics that are no longer covered in their science options. The aim therefore is to give as a broad an 
understanding as possible to aid and support progression through their school career, not just in Geography.  

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 Progress in Geography: Starting Out 
Unit 1 – What is a Geographer? Learn all you need to know about the skills a Geographer has and 
pick up plenty of tips to be able to use them as you complete your Geography journey 
Unit 2 – Is Earth running out of natural resources? Examine the range of natural resources we have 
on earth from rocks to ecosystems and learn why we need to be more sustainable in our use of 
them 
Unit 3 – Population – How is the world’s population changing? Can we manage it to make change 
more sustainable? 

8 Progress in Geography: Building on What I Know  
Unit 1 – What happens when the sea meets the land? A close look at the way our coasts will 
change over time and in the future. Learn why and how we can better manage our valuable 
coastlines 
Unit 2 – What is Development? Examine the topic of development by looking at how it is 
measured, why people live in poverty and how development can impact on gender inequality 
Unit 3 – Can we ever know enough about volcanoes and earthquakes to live safely? An examination 
of the forces that shape our Earth below our very feet. How do these and have these forces linked 
to climate change in the past? 

9 Eduqas Specification A 
Theme 1: Landscapes and physical processes – An examination of the characteristics of complex 
landscapes, with emphasis on Limestone landscapes followed by river processes, landscapes and 
management 

 

  

 



 

GERMAN 
In a world of shifting sands and emerging global economies, of changing landscapes in Europe and new ventures with 
international trade partners, it has never been more important to learn another language. It gives us the possibility to 
understand other cultures and interact on a level that is not possible without using the mother tongue of the other 
country. English is not enough, and Britain is lagging behind where 2 or 3 language is the norm in other countries! The 
London School of Economics states that we lose a £3.5 billion in trade revenue due to our inability to speak languages. 
The country is experiencing a language crisis, and we are at the forefront to correct this. 
 
At the Langton Language Centre our motto is ‘Languages for Life’ and through this our ambition to empower our 
students to compete in the global labour market at the highest level. Their language journey will give them a very 
tangible skill, having also had the opportunity to hone the ‘soft skills’, which employers’ demand, during the process; 
problem solving, creativity, working with others, independence, overcoming fears and improving self-confidence.  
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 Unit 1: Me and my world 
Unit 2: My family, friends and pets 
Unit 3: Free time leisure and sports 
Unit 4: School and routines 
Unit 5: Summer holiday plans and being a tourist 
Unit 6: Film study and culture project 

8 FL1 
Unit 1: German culture and celebrations 
Unit 2: Health and wellbeing 
Unit 3: Film Study – Conni und co 
Unit 4: Media and TV 
 
FL2 
Unit 1: Me and my world 
Unit 2: My family, friends and pets 
Unit 3: Free time leisure and sports 
Unit 4: School and routines 
Unit 5: Summer holiday plans and being a tourist 

9 FL1 and FL2 
Unit 1: Holiday plans and movie project 
Unit 2: Going out and fashion  
Unit 3: Eduqas – Technology 
Unit 4: Eduqas – Self and Relationships 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY 
Studying history at Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar will encourage your analytical thinking and develop your sense of 
curiosity. 
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7  Unit 1: What are the key skills that make a great History detective? 
Unit 2: What was life like in England before 1066? 
Unit 3: Was William the Conqueror’s victory at Hastings due to his good luck or Harold Godwin’s 
poor preparation? 
Unit 4: Religion, Rats and Revolt: What was life like in the Middle Ages? 
Unit 5: A History Mystery – Who killed the Princes in the Tower? 
Unit 6: Anthropology and Archaeology: How can we use artefacts to explore the rise and fall of the 
Incas? 

8  Unit 1: What was King Henry VIII’s ‘Great Matter’? 
Unit 2: Gunpowder, Treason and Plot: Which interpretation is most accurate about the events of 
1605? 
Unit 3: How did parliament take power from the monarchy? 
Unit 4: ‘Do you hear the people sing?’: Why did the people of France abolish their King?  
Unit 5: ‘Am I not a man and brother’? What were the most important facilitators of the abolition 
movements in Britain and America? 
Unit 6: The Fight for our Rights: How and why did the fight for suffrage expand between 1832 and 
1968? 

9  Unit 1: Was the downfall of the Qing Dynasty inevitable? 
Unit 2: Is the ‘Lions led by Donkeys’ theory an accurate interpretation of soldiers’ experiences in 
the First World War? 
Unit 3: Why did the 1930s become an era of dictators? 
Unit 4: The Holocaust  
Unit 5: Was appeasement the main cause of the Second World War?    

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE INTELLECTUAL VISION AND  

ENDEAVOUR PROGRAMME (IVE) 
The Intellectual Vision and Endeavour Programme aims to encourage a culture of ambitious intellectual expansion, 
independence of thought and conviction, and creative responses to challenging concepts that are delivered with 
confidence. It is an integral part of the Langton Extended Curriculum and is there to enhance the Langton Journey for all 
students. It not only develops a rich affiliation with the rigours of academic study and strategic vision, but also develops 
the transferrable traits that are needed in a developing global employment sector, such as effective communication, 
tactical organisation, successful presentation and much more. In Key Stage 3, we set out to build strong foundations for 
academic research and presentation skills and we explore areas of both historical, contemporary, and futuristic focus. In 
Key Stage 4, we ask students to think more deeply and present them with philosophical challenges to respond to in as 
creative way as possible. In Key Stage 5 students access lectures given by academics at the very top of their field and will 
have the opportunity to craft their own companion research projects spiralling from an overarching theme. Our highest 
achieving students are also given the opportunity to research, craft and deliver a dynamic and interactive learning 
experience for our younger students so that they can hand the intellectual baton on and leave a lasting and inspiring 
impression of what a Langton student should aspire to achieve. Overall, the IVE Programme increases student resilience 
by emphasising the importance of both independent study and independence of thought, this is facilitated by their 
involvement in the schemes of learning, presentations, workshops, and lectures. 
 

KEY STAGE 3  
An integral part of this innovative and exciting thematic programme is to develop the Langton Core Values of 
Independence, Creativity, Ambition and Confidence. These are at the centre of our Key Stage 3 Units and we refer to 
them throughout the units of study. At every level in Key Stage 3, we are looking to develop critical thinking skills and 
give students the foundations to ask challenging questions as they move through the IVE programme of study. 
 
Thematic units: Year Group Areas of Study at Key Stage 3 
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 What does it mean to be human? 
Communication 
Exploration 
Leadership  
Mini Viva Project 
Soapbox Speeches 

9 Formation of Democracy 
Mock Election  
Problem Solving: Sustainability and Activism 
IVP (Independent Vision Project) 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
At SLGGS we want all students to enjoy learning and exploring mathematics and to become confident and independent 
mathematicians with the skills necessary to be successful in examinations and to progress to the next stages of their 
education, future careers and everyday life.  Our KS3 curriculum aims to build confidence and resilience in our students, 
and enables them to develop deep, rich and secure subject knowledge. We aim to challenge, inspire, and ignite curiosity 
in our students, and we want them to become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, to develop powers of 
reasoning and the ability to think creatively and solve problems.   

Our curriculum is carefully sequenced so that subject knowledge and understanding can progress term by term and year 
by year, with increasingly complex concepts and problems over time. Regular revisiting and recalling of previous 
learning ensure secure foundations to build upon as they progress to the GCSE course.  A highly structured pattern of 
assessment allows students to have a clear overview of their own learning and progress, whilst structured classroom 
routines contribute to a safe and purposeful learning environment in which all students will feel comfortable to express 
themselves and to take risks.  

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 Term 1: Multiplication and division, data, negative numbers, approximation, algebraic expressions, 
decimals 
Term 2: Fractions, angles, substituting into formulae, solving equations, co-ordinates  
Term 3: Averages, probability, perimeter and area, sequences, units of length, weight and volume 
Term 4: Circles, percentages, ratio, time and timetables, pie charts 
Term 5: Reflection and rotational symmetry, construction, quadrilaterals, divisibility 
Term 6: Scatter graphs, brackets in algebra, prime factorisation, polygons, types of number, nets, 
plans and elevations 

8 Term 1: Solving equations, approximation, straight line graphs and equations, percentage change 
Term 2: Indices, rearranging formulae, transformations, probability and relative frequency, 
simultaneous equations 
Term 3: Averages, Pythagoras, expanding and factorising, travel graphs 
Term 4: Cumulative frequency, volumes of prisms and cylinders, quadratics, standard form, 
sequences 
Term 5: Bounds, inequalities, constructions, loci, recurring decimals 
Term 6: Trigonometry, place value, numerical problem solving 

9 Term 1: Algebraic expressions, indices, brackets, factorising, algebraic fractions, sampling, data, 
averages 
Term 2: Fractions, decimals, recurring decimals, percentages, angle rules, area, transformation 
Term 3: Substitution, rearranging formulae, further factorising and expanding, factors, multiples 
Term 4: Powers, surds, equation of a straight line, linear functions, quadratic functions 
Term 5: Kinematic graphs, estimation, approximation, accuracy 
Term 6: Frequency diagram, averages, boxplots, cumulative frequency, scatter graphs, time series 
graphs, probability 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 
Aims  
All students will:  

• Perform, listen to and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres and styles 

• Learn to sing and play musical instruments through creating and composing music individually and as  part of an 

ensemble 

• Widen their experience and knowledge with the use of music technology 

• Understand and explore how music is created using the musical elements and different notation 

• Develop independence, communication and life-long skills through practical music making and discussion 

Subject Content  
Students will be taught to:  

• Play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts with focus on fluency, accuracy and 

expression 

• Compose, improvise and develop musical ideas by exploring a range of musical styles and genres 

• Identify and understand key musical features under the fundamental musical elements 

• Use a variety of musical notations 

• Analyse a wide range of music developing a deeper understanding of the context, style and history 

Programme of Study 

Year 7 Year 7 Concert 
and Music 
Elements 

Introduction 

Pulse, rhythm & 
dictation 

Pitch Notation & 
keyboards 

Programme 
Music 

Music Tech 

Introduction 

Year 8 12 Bar Blues Music of the 
Caribbean 

Musicals  Film Music Rondo Form 
(structures) 

Year 9 Music Tech Christmas 
arrangements & 
studio recording 

A brief history of 
Western Music 

Ensemble 
performance 

 

 

Music Lessons 
SLGGS is fortunate to have a large team of visiting Music Teachers who teach throughout the school week.  A large 
percentage of students have music lesson either at school or elsewhere and we actively support them in these.  Further 
details and appropriate forms can be found under the information menu on the school website. 

Extra-curricular Activities 
As a department we offer a wide range of extra-curricular opportunities for those students who want to develop their 
musical skills and abilities beyond a classroom curriculum. Students are encouraged to take part in our extensive and 
ever-growing collection of musical ensembles which include: KS3 string Quartet, Guitar Club, KS3 choir, Year 7 orchestra, 
Ukulele Club, Flute Group, Sax Ensemble, Music Technology Club, KS3 Chamber Choir, Full Orchestra, Brassies, Musical 
Choir.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 
The PE department offers a broad range of activities within the curriculum, students can experience both team and 
individual sports throughout the year.   

With the expertise within the department, students are able to develop their confidence in their own sporting ability, 
with the aim of finding their lifelong sport. The department offers a range of extra-curricular clubs that help to build 
upon the skills taught in lessons as well as other useful skills such as teamwork and problem solving. There is an inter-
house programme for each year group as well as weekly fixtures against other schools in a range of sports.   

Year 
Group 

Areas of Study 

7 Autumn/Winter Curriculum  
3 weeks of each activity 
Dance, Sportshall athletics, Netball (two courses of 3 weeks), Tag rugby, Football, Volleyball, Hockey, 
Gymnastics 
 
Summer Curriculum 
4 weeks of each activity 
Rounders, Tennis, Athletics, Cricket 

8 
Autumn/Winter Curriculum  
3 weeks of each activity 
Netball, Dance, Sportshall athletics, Tag rugby, Volleyball, Football, Basketball, Hockey, Fitness 
 
Summer Curriculum 
3 weeks of each activity 
Rounders, Tennis, Athletics, Cricket 

9 
Autumn/Winter Curriculum  
3 weeks of each activity 
Netball, Volleyball, Dance, Football, Fitness, Basketball, Tag rugby, Parkour, Hockey 
 
Summer Curriculum 
3 weeks of each activity 
Rounders, Tennis, Athletics, Cricket 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 
The Personal Social Health and Economic Education Programme of study, along with Relationships and Sex Education, 
Careers and Citizenship is delivered through Personal Development lessons. It aims to develop passionate young people 
with the skills to make a positive contribution to a modern Britain and beyond and to meet the needs of a rapidly 
changing 21st century workforce. The programme is designed to help students develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding they need to live confident, healthy, independent lives as members of society. We place an emphasis on 
knowledge and real life, careers education and the modern world of work to help students make informed choices at 
different stages of their lives. In addition to this, the Personal Development Programme promotes fundamental British 
Values, which are taught in lessons and throughout all Key Stages. 
 
We work hard to equip students with the knowledge and skills to think, take risks and experiment in order to overcome 
challenges and enable them to make confident, independent and healthy life choices. Our students will therefore 
become informed, responsible and empathetic citizens.  
 
Our Personal Development Programme forms an important and necessary part of all our students’ education. It is 
designed and regularly reviewed with careful considerations of the national and local contexts. 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
“He who knows only his own side of the case knows little of that.” J.S Mill 

The Religious Education curriculum emphasises ambitious exploration of different perspectives on religious, 
philosophical and ethical topics. The syllabus teaches students the different perspectives and equips them with the tools 
to think critically and intelligently about them. 

We begin with a knowledge driven examination of the six major world religions, facilitating breadth and depth of 
knowledge and understanding. We build on this foundation by exploring Philosophy and Ethics to further develop 
analytical skills, extended writing and capacity for philosophical argumentation. Our curriculum encourages students to 
become creative in their problem solving, ambitious in their thinking, independent in their minds and confident in 
themselves.   

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 An exploration of Eastern Faiths: Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism. This includes origins and 
development, key beliefs, holy texts, places of worship and how the religion is practiced today. 

8 An exploration of the Abrahamic Faiths: Judaism, Christianity and Islam. This includes origins and 
development, key beliefs, holy texts, places of worship and how the religion is practiced today. 

9 Philosophy of Religion: Cosmological and Teleological arguments for the existence of God, Science vs 
Faith, The Big Bang and Evolution, Creationism, Liberalism and Fundamentalism, Miracles, Faith and 
Healing 
Life After Death: Religious views of life after death, near death experiences, science and the afterlife, 
humanism, life after death and morality 
Holocaust: study of antisemitism, events of the Holocaust, spiritual resistance, the problem of evil 
and suffering 
Anti-racism: What does it mean to be anti-racist, examples of religious social activists and project 
work on promoting equality in our school community 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE 
At SLGGS we are a warm and welcoming team who believe that all students should experience a broad and balanced 

science curriculum. This should ignite their inner wonder of the world around them, and we know that all three 

sciences in unity are essential to achieve this aim.  

We want our students to be ambitious and challenge perceived ideas or misconceptions by considering new ideas or 

approaches to a problem.  They should also understand the implications of science in an ever-changing world. At KS3 we 

cover all sciences, emphasising links between them and the world around us. We also introduce scientific research and 

the transferable skills that are needed to be able to analyse information objectively and reach valid and reliable 

conclusions. We hope that this will inspire students to question the world around them and to want to continue these 

studies to contribute to our global society. 
Year Group Areas of Study 

7 Introduction 
Organisms 1 
Matter 
Space 
Reactions 
Force & energy 
Ecosystems 
Waves, sound & light  

8 Matter 
Forces 2 
Waves 2 
Organisms 2 
Reactions 2 
Ecosystems & genes 
Energy 
Electricity 

9 Biology: Cell structure and transport; cell division and tissues; organs and digestive system; 
organisation in animals and plants 
Chemistry: Atomic structure; Periodic table; Crude oil and fuels; Structure and bonding 
Physics: Conservation of energy; energy transfer by heating; energy resources; molecules and 
matter 

 

  

 



 

SPANISH 
In a world of shifting sands and emerging global economies, of changing landscapes in Europe and new ventures with 
international trade partners, it has never been more important to learn another language. It gives us the possibility to 
understand other cultures and interact on a level that is not possible without using the mother tongue of the other 
country. English is not enough, and Britain is lagging behind where 2 or 3 language is the norm in other countries! The 
London School of Economics states that we lose a £3.5 billion in trade revenue due to our inability to speak languages. 
The country is experiencing a language crisis, and we are at the forefront to correct this. 
 
At the Langton Language Centre our motto is ‘Languages for Life’ and through this our ambition to empower our 
students to compete in the global labour market at the highest level. Their language journey will give them a very 
tangible skill, having also had the opportunity to hone the ‘soft skills’, which employers’ demand, during the process; 
problem solving, creativity, working with others, independence, overcoming fears and improving self-confidence.  
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7 and 8 FL2 Course book – Viva 1 
Unit 1: My life – introductions, personality and celebrations 
Unit 2: Sports, hobbies and more! 
Unit 3: Food and eating out 
Unit 4: Our lives with our family and friends - Carnaval 
Unit 5: Where we live and exploring Hispanic culture 

8 Course book – Viva 1 and Viva 2 
Unit 1: Opinions on education -Viva 1 
Unit 2: Going abroad – Viva 2 
Unit 3: What is trending? – Viva 2 
Unit 4: Arranging to meet up. – Viva 2 

9 FL1 and FL2 follow the same programme of study 
Unit 1: Free time activities and celebrations – La quinceñera in Latin America 
Unit 2: Mini module – Peruvian Folklore – creative stories 
Unit 3: Jobs for the future and global careers 
Unit 4: Keeping fit  
Unit 5: Young people in action – human rights, global issues 

 

  



 

TEXTILES 
During KS3 students work on projects which include designing and making printed cushions/bags/shoes and shirts. 
 
We are a well equipped department with 37 Bernina Sewing Machines, 5 Overlockers and 1 Embellisher machine. We 
also have three heat presses for fabric printing, a sublimation printer for digital fabric printing, screen printing 
equipment and over 30 dressmaking mannequins. 
 
Students enjoy textiles as it allows them time in the curriculum to be creative, solve problems and work independently. 
 

Year Group Areas of Study 

7-8 Sewing machine operation  
Drawing and recording for design and pattern design   
Design development techniques  
Printing and hand sewing techniques 

9 Free motion sewing machine operation  
Drawing and recording for design and pattern 
Design  
Computer aided design using Photoshop 
Pattern design for garments  
Garment shape design 
Design development techniques  
Printing and hand sewing techniques 
Basic level pattern cutting 
Printed textiles techniques 
Constructed textile techniques 

 


