
 

 

Endeavour Summer Research Project – What you need to do for 

September 

 

Now that you are becoming an A Level History student you will need to practice 

and develop the academic skills of a historian.  

To do this we would like you to complete a written project / history answer on 

one of the investigation questions below. 

Your research and writing should take place during July and August. The 

answer should be a minimum of 800 words and contain a clear awareness of 

the core suggested research areas (see below).  

You will then need to prepare a 5 minute presentation (it can have visual aids 

but does not need to) explaining a summary of your answer and the history 

skills you developed whilst researching the project. The presentation will be 

presented in September.  

 

 

 



Research Project Choices: 

 

1. Why does the UK seem to have forgotten about the Opium Wars?  
 

Try to answer the question while considering the following points (research areas): 

 

• What were the Opium Wars and why might they be an uncomfortable topic for 

the modern UK? 

• The UK historical community seems to ignore the Opium Wars and spends little 

time commemorating or critically evaluating them as a major piece of British 

Imperial History. Is this true and why might it be the case? 

• Who are the main historians who have researched and written about the wars, 

or critically evaluated how the wars are covered by historians? What are their 

main views and how do those views agree / disagree (Historical Debate)? 

• Use contemporary source evidence (evidence from the time) and show 

knowledge and understanding of how it can be used to support your answer. 

(Note: Try to move away from lower school simplistic source use and don’t use 

words such as reliable or biased).  

 

2. To what extent is Shakespeare’s Richard III Tudor propaganda?   
 

Try to answer the question while considering the following points (research areas): 

 

• What is Shakespeare’s Richard III and why might it be considered ‘Tudor 

Propaganda’? 

• What kind of view of Richard III does the play give and why might this view have 

been presented by a playwright in the Sixteenth Century? 

• Who are the main historians who have researched and written about this 

subject? What are their main views and how do those views agree / disagree 

(Historical Debate)? 

• Use contemporary source evidence (evidence from the time) and show 

knowledge and understanding of how it can be used to support your answer. 

(Note: Try to move away from lower school simplistic source use and don’t use 

words such as reliable or biased).  

 

3. Evaluate the view that America lost the Vietnam War due to military 

failure between 1964-73 
 

Try to answer the question while considering the following points (research areas): 

 



• Think about the reasons that USA was unable to ‘Win’ the Vietnam War between 

1964-73. 

• Consider what the terms ‘lost’ or ‘won’ might mean in terms of a ‘Cold War’ 

conflict. 

• What was the Cold War and why was Vietnam involved?  

• Who are the main historians who have researched and written about this 

subject? What are their main views and how do those views agree / disagree 

(Historical Debate)? 

• Use contemporary source evidence (evidence from the time) and show 

knowledge and understanding of how it can be used to support your answer. 

(Note: Try to move away from lower school simplistic source use and don’t use 

words such as reliable or biased).  

 

 

4. What was the most important cause of the Cold War - 1917-1950? 

 
Try to answer the question while considering the following points (research areas): 

 

• Think about what the Cold War was and what the main causes were. Consider 

longer term factors as well as shorter term causes.  

• Consider the relative importance of different causes.   

• Who are the main historians who have researched and written about this 

subject? What are their main views and how do those views agree / disagree 

(Historical Debate)? 

• Use contemporary source evidence (evidence from the time) and show 

knowledge and understanding of how it can be used to support your answer. 

(Note: Try to move away from lower school simplistic source use and don’t use 

words such as reliable or biased).  

 

 

How to complete your work 

1. You MUST bring a written / printed copy of your answer to the first lesson of the 

year. You will need to hand this into your history teacher during that first lesson. 

Please do not try to email it to the school / your teacher as you will need a paper 

copy. Note: If you change plans and switch to Langton History during the summer / 

start of term period you will still need to do the project.  

 

2. You will be asked to do your presentation in the first week of term. You must assume 

that you will be asked to present at any point in the first few lessons. You must be 

ready to do this. If you require any visual aids please bring them on a memory stick.  



 

You will be marked on the following elements: 

• Effort involved in the development of your answer, including the amount of research 

into historical debates and evidence sources.  

• The quality and clarity of your answer, does it make sense and does it follow a logical 

argument?  

• The completion of your verbal presentation in September.  

 

How can we help?  

 

Please remember that you are not expected to be perfect and that you have only just 

finished your GCSE’s. This work will represent a first attempt at A Level History and 

therefore your effort is the most important thing. Please do not get worried about being 

‘perfect’ or the ‘mark’ you might get. Do not stress about the format of the written answer 

or making mistakes, just try to be consistent in how you answer the question and feel free 

to contact the history teachers if you are stuck or would like to discuss the project.  

 

If you require help please feel free to contact:  

Note: It is a good idea to contact members of the department before the start of the summer break if needed, 

and we cannot guarantee that we will get back to you after the end of July.  

 

Mr J Spray – Head of History and Politics  

jspray@langton.kent.sch.uk 

Mrs M Challis -History Teacher 

mchallis@langton.kent.sch.uk  

Ms K Cameron-Fleming  - History Teacher / Head of Sixth Form 

kcfleming@langton.kent.sch.uk  
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