
 

German Endeavour Task 

Firstly, welcome to German – the Department is incredibly excited to work with you! The following tasks will give you an introduction 

to Advanced Level German learning, including cultural elements and your own research to enrich your understanding of the subject 

before we return to school. We hope you enjoy this introduction to the course and please do not hesitate to contact your previous 

German teacher or Frau Dean (adean@langton.kent.sch.uk) for any questions about the work set or the course in general. For your 

Endeavour Task, please pick ONE of the Themes as per below (pages 2-5), work on the tasks given, and present your findings to 

the class at the start of the course. For your mode of presentation choose from EITHER an A2 research poster (including images 

and text) OR a spoken presentation along a PPT, OR a recorded Podcast (in German)  

 

The main A-Level topics are as follows: 

Area of interest Social issues and trends Political, intellectual and artistic culture 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes 

 

Subthemes 

Being a young person in German-

speaking society  

 Families and citizenship Changing family 

structures; the changing nature of marriage and 

partnership; being a good citizen  

 Youth trends and personal identity Trends in 

fashion; how young people respond to modern 

technology; relationships with others and peer 

pressure  

 Education and employment opportunities  

The education system and student issues; work 

and travel opportunities and the changing work 

scene 

Understanding the German-speaking world 
 

 Regional culture and heritage in Germany, 

German-speaking countries and communities 

Festivals; customs and traditions; historical sites; 

museums and galleries  

 Media, art, film and music in the German-

speaking world  

Trends in media and art; film and music in the 

lives of young people 

 

 

 

 

Themes 

 

Subthemes 

Diversity and difference  

 Migration and integration Reasons for 

migration; factors which make 

migration/integration easy/difficult  

 Cultural identity and marginalisation Reasons 

for marginalisation; ways to eliminate 

marginalisation  

 Cultural enrichment and celebrating difference 

The positive aspects of a diverse society  

 Discrimination and diversity  

Life for those who are discriminated against 

 

The making of modern Germany: 1989 

onwards  

 Initial and subsequent process of reunification 

Social and political challenges linked to 

reunification; the events of autumn 1989  

 Social cohesion in present-day Germany Social 

and community challenges facing contemporary 

Germany  

 The economic impact of a united Germany  

The economic advantages and challenges linked 

to reunification 

 



 

Being a young person in German-speaking society  

 

 

In this topic we explore the different aspects of being a young person in a German speaking country, current trends regarding 

health and leisure, and shine a light on the ever-changing nature of values and interpersonal relationships. It is a brilliant topic 

to start expressing yourself with more complex opinions and critically debate very relevant topics.  

Task:  

Watch two of the following videos, where young people from Germany describe what they think is important for their 

generation, as well as for them personally. As you are watching, pick out 10 key words in German and write a brief 

summary in English. As an extension, you could state in German whether you agree with them or not.  
 

Richard: https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/mp425/01_richard_x264.mp4 

Anneke: https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/mp426/img_1418_x264.mp4 

Christoph: https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/mp426/christoph2.mp4 

Justin: https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/mp425/justin.mp4 

Phillip: https://www.goethe.de/resources/files/mp426/philipp.mp4  

 

Research into slang - Jugendsprache 

If you are interested in language, you might be interested in variations of the language too, and maybe especially the 

ever evolving “youth” language. 

 Access this link for more information – you could start your own research project about German slang words and their 

history/etymology: https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/unt/kum/jug/21066578.html   

(This also contains further links about the topic on the right hand side of the page) 
 

For a little taste, here is a quiz about German slang: https://was-ist-jugendsprache.de/ 
 

And here a link to the Top 30 new words/expressions  - https://mediadb.nordbayern.de/pdf/jugendwort2017_top30.pdf   

You might be interested to see how many are a strange mix of German and English!   



 

Understanding the German speaking world  

Germany, Austria and Switzerland all have an incredibly rich cultural heritage, and in this module, we explore the different 

traditions that can be observed, and take a closer look at art, music, film and media. You have already learnt about the major 

German festivals and how they are celebrated during your GCSE, such as Christmas and Easter traditions, but at A-Level we 

explore more regional traditions as well as an in-depth view at some of the major German speaking cities and their culture.   

 

 

Task:  

Have a look at any of these online galleries and museums in Germany, where you can take virtual tours. Pick one that 

is of particular interest to you, and spend some time looking around and exploring the exhibits. Consider in German 

about why you have chosen this museum, a brief description of one or more of the artefacts you saw, and what you 

thought of it overall. Be as creative as you like; you could include pictures or videos of your chosen artefact, 

depending on how you choose to present your paragraph. 

Bach Archive, Leipzig 

DDR (East Germany) Museum, Berlin 

German History Museum, Berlin 

Science and Technology Museum, Munich 

National Philharmonic Orchestra House, Hamburg 

Jewish Museum, Berlin 

East Side Gallery (Remaining Berlin Wall), Berlin 

Frogs and Friends Museum, Berlin 

  



 

Diversity and difference 

In this module, we learn about the wealth of cultures German speaking countries have to offer, but also the challenges this can 

sometimes bring, and what the possible reasons might be. We will learn about current initiatives to promote integration of 

refugees and how we can live together as a community, by discussing the aspects of being a good citizen.  

 

b                                   

 

Task: 

In dem von Samy Deluxe produzierten Video rappt Eko Fresh „gegen Rassenhass“. Nachdem zunächst zwei extreme 

Positionen aufeinandertreffen – verkörpert von den Schauspielern Patrick Mölleken als Ausländer-Feind und Yunus 

Cumartpay als wütendem Deutschtürken – tritt Eko Fresh im dritten Teil des Rap-Videos als Schlichter zwischen den 

verhärteten Lagern auf. In diesem Beitrag gelingt es so auf außergewöhnlich präzise Weise, die Ressentiments rund 

um die Integrationsdebatte gegenüberzustellen und für Austausch und gegenseitigen Respekt zu werben. Das Video 

wurde mit dem Webvideopreises 2018 (Sonderpreis für gesellschaftliche Verantwortung) ausgezeichnet.    

Please open and complete this worksheet: "Aber" worksheet 

Access the video here (disclaimer – this video contains swearing and provocative language for artistic effect. Some 

racist terms are being used purposely in Part 1 and 2 to highlight how extreme views still exist within society, but these 

are not the real views of the people depicted in the video, as it was specially produced to draw attention to Racism 

and call out the hypocrisy on both sides. The video has won awards for this and in Germany, it is used to teach about 

racism in Year 6, a fact that also gives an insight into how differently swearing is seen in German speaking 

countries):   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A7Qw88As64&feature=youtu.be 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The making of Modern Germany: 1989 onwards 

The development of Germany after the end of the Second World War is a fascinating period in Germany’s history, with 

significant importance for its current culture, politics and national identity, yet often relatively unknown among young people in 

this country. During this module, we will build on what we have learnt through the study of the film Goodbye Lenin! and the 

novel Ich fühl mich so Fifty-Fifty, and delve deeper into Germany’s current social and economic challenges and how these are 

influenced by its past.  

             

 

Task: 

In Year 12 you will be studying the film Goodbye Lenin!, which is a tragicomedy about life after the fall of the Berlin 

Wall. You might like to watch this if you haven’t already, but there are also some brilliant other films available about this 

time in German history. Both films below are available on Amazon Prime Video: 

Balloon (12) – this is a great, recent thriller that deals with the crossing of the inner German border of the families 

Strelzyk and Wetzel from the GDR to West Germany with a homemade hot-air balloon 
 

Das Leben der Anderen (15) – The lives of others, this is set in 1984 East Berlin, where an agent of the secret police, 

conducting surveillance on a writer and his lover, finds himself becoming increasingly absorbed by their lives  
 

 

 

If you do not have Amazon prime, but you have Netflix, you have an almost INFINITE amount of films in German 

available – I have listed some specifically acclaimed films and series below, but they are not all “easy watching” in 

terms of the topics they are dealing with. Netflix’s own productions are almost all dubbed into German, and many 

movies are too. Do access this treasure trove of language, just go to your Netflix profile, click edit, and switch the 

language to German (Deutsch).  

As your task, please choose one of the films – Balloon being most closely linked to our topic of study, but not essential, 

and watch it. Once you have, choose your mode of presentation (see first page) to consider a brief overview of the 

issues covered, what you thought of it and why you chose it. 

 

 



 
 

Title Rating TV/Film Summary 

Holiday Secrets 12+ TV Family secrets come out at Christmas 

We Are The Wave 15+ TV Teens revolt against nationalism 

Charité 12 TV Medical/historical drama 

Dark 15+ TV Mystery drama – German ‘Stranger Things’ 

Nailed It! Germany PG TV Amateur baking show 

The Awakening of Motti Wolkenbruch 15+ Film Comedy about an Orthodox Jewish man falling in love with a non-Jewish woman 

Rock My Heart PG Film Animal film 

We are young. We are strong. 15+ Film Based on the Xenophobic riots in North Germany in the 1990s 
 

 

 

 

OPTIONAL EXTENSION : Research into Germany’s history between 1945 and 1989 

 

In the context of Goodbye Lenin! and the topic of The Making of Modern Germany, we will be learning about Germany’s history 

after World War 2, and many students are surprised how little they knew about this period. It is very worthwhile reading up on 

this, which can absolutely be done in English, so you will be even more aware of the significance of the Berlin Wall and its 

subsequent fall, when studying this unit.  

The sources below are a starting point for any research you might  like to do: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcqxj6f/revision/1  

https://www.dw.com/en/1945-youth-in-ruins/a-17721661 

https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/history-and-civilisation/2019/11/why-berlin-wall-rose-and-how-it-fell 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/sep/11/second-world-war-rebuilding 

 

 

 

  



 

Reading, listening and grammar work  

Having explored the four main topic areas, you will now feel more familiar with the course and have had an insight into work at 

A-Level. Below is a selection of activities that will further consolidate your skills in the areas of reading, listening and grammar. 
 

Reading: 

As you know, you will be studying a novel in Year 13. You have already worked on some brief literary extracts during 

GCSE, and in Year 13 you will feel well equipped to read, analyse and discuss the text we have chosen. Engaging with 

literature of the Target Language is something many students choose to do in their own time, but it can be hard finding 

the right level of challenge. Below you find a selection of adapted, well-known novels - choose one of the following 

literature extracts and work on the comprehension questions.  

Die Tribute von Panem 1- Tödliche Spiele 

Die Tribute von Panem II - Gefährliche Liebe 

Die Tribute von Panem III - Flammender Zorn 

Harry Potter und die Heiligtümer des Todes 

Listening:  

Ticket nach Berlin – die Abenteuerspielshow! 

Deutsche Welle is a brilliant resource for authentic listening practice. As a starting point, we would like to introduce you 

to an online TV series, called Ticket nach Berlin. The first episode introduces the six candidates – please listen/watch 

and work on the exercises underneath the video. If you end up loving the idea of this show, there are 19 episodes for 

you to enjoy!  

Watch: Episode 1 – unsere Kandidaten  

 

Deutsche Welle – weitere Episoden von Ticket nach Berlin 
 

Grammar work:  

Finally, grammar. As a language student, you already know that working on our grammar knowledge can make you 

feel more confident about the language, and consolidating skills you already have is as important as finding out about 

exciting new structures. There are many great websites for practising grammar such as www.german.net, 

www.deutsch-lernen.com or www.deutsch.lingolia.com .  

To get you up and running for the A-Level course, please complete the following: 
 

Perfect tense:  information and revision    + exercise   

Cases: information and revision – pick one or two cases to focus on and do the exercises at the bottom of the page 

Word order: Exercises with main clauses /  exercises with subordinate clauses (pick a type) 



 
Extension / Free-time German: 

 

For a list of further listening and reading ideas, please see below for an extensive list of resources available online:  

Audiobooks 

Audible:  Audible have made a range of children’s books free during the school lockdown. Go to ‘Auf Deutsch Hoeren’. You will 

not be able to understand every single word – it’s about having a go and getting a feel for the language and pronunciation.  

https://stories.audible.com/    There’s even Harry Potter in German…! 

Goethe Institut:  You may need to register (for free). There are some really advanced audiobooks here. To make sure you get 

‘accessible”  books, you must make sure you click on ‘FILTER’ > ‘Kategorie: Jugendbibliothek’ or ‘Kategorie: Kinderbibliothek’ 

> then scroll to ‘APPLY/ANWENDEN’.   https://www.onleihe.de/goethe-institut/frontend/mediaList,0-0-0-102-0-0-0-2004-400002-

0-0.html 

My German Short Stories:  YouTube channel with 5-10 min long short stories. Key words feature on the video. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCfICLkXJnzcDDc3I7S6f9QA/featured 

 

Music 

Goethe Institut – Video of the Month: http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/prj/stg/mus/vid/enindex.htm 

Goethe Institut – German Pop playlist (Spotify required): https://open.spotify.com/playlist/25ziWpv0zBpQ2N0OdvHYHE 

Popcast – New Sounds from Germany: https://open.spotify.com/playlist/25ziWpv0zBpQ2N0OdvHYHE 

Goethe Institut – all playlists: https://open.spotify.com/user/goethe-institut 

 

Podcasts 

The Sound of Germany:  Podcasts about the Music of Germany. Previous episodes can be found below the current one. 

Transcripts are also available. Link to a quiz to test your knowledge is also on the page 

http://www.goethe.de/ins/us/saf/prj/stg/mus/sou/enindex.htm 

Coffee Break German: https://open.spotify.com/show/3QiX0ZkjILyGWmpemackWB 

Slow German: https://open.spotify.com/show/1LjZv4vFFBWfFPH8bHczGb 

News in Slow German: Key vocab and transcripts available https://www.newsinslowgerman.com/german-podcast 

 
Reading 

Goethe Institut Library  (You may have to register for free, first) 

Books:  

Use the same procedure as with audiobooks - click on ‘FILTER’ > ‘Kategorie: Jugendbibliothek’ or ‘Kategorie: Kinderbibliothek’ 

> scroll to ‘APPLY/ANWENDEN’.  https://www.onleihe.de/goethe-institut/frontend/mediaList,0-0-0-102-0-0-0-0-400001-0-0.html 
 

Newspapers:  https://www.onleihe.de/goethe-institut/frontend/titleInfoList,0-0-0-109-0-0-0-0-400006-0-0.html 
 

Magazines (especially Deutsch Perfekt and Deutsch Perfekt Plus) https://www.onleihe.de/goethe-institut/frontend/titleInfoList,0-

0-0-109-0-0-0-0-400006-0-0.html 
 

The German Project https://www.thegermanproject.com/stories   Classic stories with audio for you to read along with. 


