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A student’s GCSE curriculum is comprised of both compulsory and optional subjects, not all of which are examined. 
Whilst GCSEs are a necessary step in their education, alone they are not sufficient. We enhance their formally assessed 
curriculum through a number of non-examined subjects, continuing their Langton Academic Journey that they 
commenced in Year 7. It is simply not the case that more GCSEs equates to better students, and certainly it is not better 
preparation for life beyond our school. To take up their place in society we need our students to be ambitious, 
confident, independent and creative. They will not receive certificates in all of these areas, but they will be better 
people for developing in them. 
 
The core curriculum in Years 10 and 11 is followed by all students. This is supplemented by three additional option 
choices. This curriculum gives students the potential to access the widest possible range of A Level choices. It is the case 
that a foreign language GCSE is required for entry to some competitive degrees and high performing universities, and is 
extremely well looked upon by future employers. In a global society where industry, finance and employment are multi-
national, having GCSE language experience is clearly advantageous and demonstrates both a commitment towards, and 
capacity for, understanding. Not taking a language GCSE does close doors to future choices in a way that is not 
necessarily the case with other subjects.  
 

You will study 
1. English Language (examined)/English Literature (examined): 7 periods 
2. Mathematics (examined): 7 periods 
3. Separate Sciences: Biology, Chemistry and Physics (3 GCSEs) or Trilogy Science (2 GCSEs) (examined): 12 periods 
4. Games (non-examined PE): 4 periods 
5. Personal Development (non-examined): 2 periods 
6. Enrichment (non-examined): 2 periods 
7. IVE (non-examined): 1 period – this covers our statutory requirement for RE in KS4 
 

Options Summary 
1. You must choose at least one subject from Group 1 
2. You can make two other choices from Groups 1-3 
3. You cannot make more than three choices in total 
4. You must make a reserve choice 

 

Optional Curriculum (5 periods per subject) 
 

Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

French Classical Civilisation Art 

German Geography Drama 

Spanish History Music 

Latin RS PE 

 Computer Science Design Engineering 

 Textiles 

 
  

OUR GCSE CURRICULUM 



Students can choose from one of the following options: 
It is our expectation that students take a broad and balanced academic curriculum at GCSE from one of the selections 
below. Based on experience, in many cases this will take the form of selection one: 
 

• Selection one: A balanced curriculum 
Option 1: a group 1 subject 
Option 2: a group 2 subject 
Option 3: a group 3 subject 

 
If a student has a particular interest, they may alternatively choose: 

• Selection two: A curriculum with a focus on languages  
Option 1: a group 1 subject 
Option 2: a group 1 subject 
Option 3: a group 2 or 3 subject 
 

• Selection three: A curriculum with a focus on humanities  
Option 1: a group 1 subject 
Option 2: a group 2 subject 
Option 3: a group 2 subject 

 

• Selection four: A curriculum with a creative/practical focus  
Option 1: a group 1 subject 
Option 2: a group 3 subject 
Option 3: a group 3 subject 
 

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 
The EBacc is a Government measure used to track success in core academic subjects. It is not a qualification in itself. To 
‘qualify’ for the EBacc a student would needs to study: 
 

• English 

• Maths 

• at least two sciences (including computer science) 

• history or geography 

• a modern or ancient foreign language 
 
We do not insist that all students follow a curriculum that fulfils these criteria, although most of students will. We do 
recognise that undertaking a mix of these subjects will ensure that students can be more flexible in their university 
choices. 
 

The wider curriculum 
The wider curriculum develops our students’ transferrable traits and prepares them for the next phase of their lives, 
ready to contribute positively to the community and live happy, healthy and fulfilled lives. Games inspires our students 
to succeed, learn to fail and become physically confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. The Personal 
Development and Enrichment curriculum helps to support students’ spiritual, moral, cultural and emotional 
development as well as preparing them for life opportunities, responsibilities and experiences. The Intellectual Vision 
and Endeavour (IVE) Programme prepares our students to be good citizens now and in their future roles within the 
community, fosters students’ independence and self-regulatory skills, introduces academic rigour and challenge and 
embeds our values. Lastly, the Careers curriculum provides our students with access to future pathways and prepares 
students on the next stage of their Langton Journey and beyond.  
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English Language 

English Literature 

Mathematics 

Either Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics (Triple Science) 

Or Trilogy Science 

Modern Foreign Languages and/or 

Latin 
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Art 

Classical Civilisation 

Classical Greek 

Computer Science 

Design Engineering: DT 

Drama 

Geography 

History 

Music 

PE 

RS 

Textiles 

 

  

LIST OF GCSE COURSES 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
English Language is taught alongside English Literature as the skills are transferable and complement each other well.  
Learners will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as real and relevant 
contexts. There will be opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills that encourage genuine 
enquiry into different topics and themes, as well as opportunities to develop both creative and transactional writing 
skills.  
 
Students will: 

• Read a wide range of texts fluently and with good understanding 

• Read and evaluate texts critically, using knowledge gained from wider reading to inform and improve their own 
writing 

• Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately 

• Use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately 

• Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of grammatical terminology and 
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language 

• Listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

Written Examination – 80 marks 

Reading Section: Four questions on one literature fiction 

text (1 short form question, 2 longer form questions and 1 

extended question) 

Writing Section: One extended writing task from a choice of 

description or narrative writing 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

(80 marks) 

2 Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

Reading Section: Four questions on two non-fiction texts (1 

short form question, 2 longer form questions and 1 

extended question) 

Writing Section: One extended transactional writing task 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 
(80 marks) 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
English Literature is taught alongside English Language as the skills are transferable and complement each other well.  
Through the close study of set texts, developed discussion and exploration of Literature, learners will: 

• Read a wide range of literature fluently and with good understanding, and make connections across their reading 
to help them appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage 

• Read in depth, critically and evaluatively to enhance discussion, explanation and understanding of ideas 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and often 

• Write accurately and analytically using Standard English; acquiring and using a wide range of vocabulary, including 
the grammatical terminology and other literary and linguistic terms to analyse and evaluate texts with precision 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

Written examination – closed text – 64 marks 

Section A: Shakespeare (Macbeth). One question where 

students will write in detail about an extract from the play 

and link this thematically to the rest of the text.  

Section B: The 19th-century novel (Jane Eyre). One question 

where students will write in detail about an extract from 

the novel and link this thematically to the rest of the text. 

1 hour 45 minutes 40% 

2 Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 

Written examination – closed text – 96 marks 

Section A: Modern text (An Inspector Calls). Students will 

answer one essay question from a choice of two. 

Section B: Poetry (Love and Relationships). One 

comparative question where students compare a given 

poem from their chosen anthology cluster to another of 

their choosing. 

Section C: Unseen poetry. Students will answer one 

question on one unseen poem and one question comparing 

this poem with a second unseen poem. 

2 hours 15 minutes 60% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
Board 
Edexcel GCSE Mathematics (1MA1) 

Outline of the Course 
• Number: working with integers, fractions & decimals, order of operations, factors & multiples, powers & 

reciprocals, percentages, surds, standard form, units, estimation and limits of accuracy, indices 

• Algebra: algebraic manipulation, linear & quadratic equations, functions, curved graphs, simultaneous equations, 
inequalities, linear & quadratic sequences, algebraic fractions, proof, exponential functions, graph transformations, 
circle equations, iteration, area under a curve, real life graphs 

• Ratio & Proportion: compound units, direct & inverse proportion, growth & decay, scale factors, similar areas & 
volumes, percentage increase & decrease, rates of change 

• Geometry: coordinates, construction, loci, similarity & congruence, angles in polygons, angles in parallel lines, angle 
properties in triangles and quadrilaterals, plans and elevations, circles, bearings, scale drawings, Pythagoras’ 
Theorem, trigonometry, sine & cosine rules, transformations, circle theorems, areas, volumes, surface areas, 
vectors 

• Probability: listing outcomes, frequency trees & tree diagrams, relative frequency, combined events, mutually 
exclusive events, Venn diagrams, independent and conditional probability, histograms 

• Statistics: sampling, distributions, working with grouped data, types of statistical diagrams, comparing data sets, 
scatter graphs, averages and spread 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Examination paper 1H (Non-calculator) 1 hour 30 minutes 33.3% 
(80 marks) 

2 Examination paper 2H 1 hour 30 minutes 33.3% 
(80 marks) 

3 Examination paper 3H 1 hour 30 minutes 33.3% 
(80 marks) 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOLOGY (TRIPLE SCIENCE) 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Cell Biology 

• Organisation 

• Infection and response 

• Bioenergetics 

• Homeostasis and response 

• Inheritance, variation and evolution  

• Ecology 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Topics 1 – 4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and 
response; and Bioenergetics 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

2 Topics 5 – 7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, 
variation and evolution; and Ecology 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHEMISTRY (TRIPLE SCIENCE) 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Atomic structure and the periodic table 

• Bonding, structure and the properties of matter 

• Quantitative chemistry 

• Chemical changes 

• Energy changes  

• The rate and extent of chemical change 

• Organic chemistry 

• Chemical analysis 

• Chemistry of the atmosphere  

• Using resources 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Topics 1 – 5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; 
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; 
Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy 
changes 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

2 Topics 6 – 10: The rate and extent of chemical change; 
Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the 
atmosphere; and Using resources 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHYSICS (TRIPLE SCIENCE) 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Energy 

• Electricity 

• Particle model of matter  

• Atomic structure 

• Forces 

• Waves  

• Magnetism and electromagnetism 

• Space physics 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Topics 1 – 4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; 
and Atomic structure 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

2 Topics 5 – 8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and 
electromagnetism; and Space physics 
 
Questions in Paper 2 may draw on an understanding of 
energy changes and transfers due to heating, mechanical 
and electrical work and the concept of energy conservation 
from Energy and Electricity 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRILOGY SCIENCE 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics 

• Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology  

• Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; 
Chemical changes; and Energy changes 

• The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and 
Using resources. 

• Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure 

• Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Biology 1 

Topics 1 – 4: Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and 

response; and Bioenergetics 

Biology 2 

Topics 5 – 7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, 

variation and evolution; and Ecology 

1 hour 15 minutes 
 
 
1 hour 15 minutes 

16.7% 
 
 
16.7% 

2 Chemistry 1 
Topics 8 – 12: Atomic structure and the periodic table; 
Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; 
Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy 
changes 
Chemistry 2 
Topics 13 – 17: The rate and extent of chemical change; 
Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the 
atmosphere; and Using resources 

1 hour 15 minutes 
 
 
 
 
1 hour 15 minutes 

16.7% 
 
 
 
 
16.7% 

3 Physics 1 

Topics 18 – 21: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; 
and Atomic structure 
Physics 2 
Topics 22 – 24: Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and 
electromagnetism 

1 hour 15 minutes 
 
 
1 hour 15 minutes 

16.7% 
 
 
16.7% 

  

 



 

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
Board 
Eduqas 

Outline of the Course 
• The course aims to equip students with the necessary language learning skills both for immediate use and to 

prepare them for further language study and use in school, higher education or in employment. Students will study 
from a range of resources which includes writing in different registers. Students can be entered for either 
foundation or higher tier, however, at SLGGS the majority of students are entered for the latter. 

• The content of the course will develop students’ ability to communicate confidently and coherently with native 
speakers in speech and writing, conveying what they want to say with increasing accuracy as well as express and 
develop thoughts and ideas spontaneously and fluently. 

• There are three broad areas of study: Identity and Culture, Local National, International and Global Areas of 
Interest and Current and Future Study and Employment. These topics build on those studied in Key Stage 3. These 
topics are broken down as follows: 
– Identity and Culture – Youth Culture, Lifestyles and Customs and Traditions 
– Local National, International and Global Areas of Interest – Home and Locality, Countries where the language is 

spoken and Global Sustainability 
– Current and Future Study and Employment – Current Study, World of Work, Jobs and Future Plans 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Component 1 – Speaking 
12 minutes preparation time then: 

Foundation – 7-9 minutes 
Higher – 10 – 12 minutes 

25% 
(60 marks) 

2 Component 2 – Listening 
5 minutes reading time then: 

Foundation – 35 minutes 
Higher – 45 minutes 

25% 
(45 marks) 

3 Component 3 – Reading Foundation – 1 hour 
Higher – 1 hour 15 

minutes 

25% 
(60 marks) 

4 Component 4 – Writing Foundation – 1 hour 15 

minutes 

Higher – 1 hour 30 

minutes 

25% 

(60 marks) 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LATIN 
Board 
OCR 

Outline of the Course 
• Completing the Cambridge Latin Course 

• Developing understanding of grammar and syntax 

• Learning the prescribed vocabulary 

• Working on the key skills of translation and comprehension 

• Learning to translate sentences into Latin 

• Reading a verse set text: selection from Virgil’s Aeneid 

• Reading a prose set text: selection from letters, history and legal speeches 

• Learning commentary skills – writing about the texts 

• Discussing the ideas presented by the set authors 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Language paper: translation & comprehension 1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

2 Prose literature 1 hour 25% 

3 Verse literature 1 hour  25% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART 
Board 
Edexcel 

Outline of the Course 
• Unit 1a: The Still Life Project 

• Unit 1b: The Sculpture Project 

• Unit 1c: Portraits 

• Unit 1d: Mock Exam Themed Unit 

• Unit 2: The Exam Unit 

• Students will produce a portfolio of coursework, gaining confidence in the formal elements, such as colour, tone 
and line, whilst exploring a diverse range of media and techniques. They will gain greater confidence in their 
observational drawing skills and will work from diverse themes and concepts, in both two and three –dimensions. 
Students are encouraged to develop their own sense of visual language, making connections between their own 
work and that of others and have the chance to respond to artwork on a London gallery visit. They develop greater 
independence as the course progresses, exploring their ideas in a rigorous and thought provoking way and 
synthesising their ideas with the work of artists. Students will also create a body of personal work and ideas for the 
Examination Unit, leading to a final outcome which they will complete during the timed-test. 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Unit 1a, 1b, 1c – coursework 
Unit 1d – coursework 

Year 10: Terms 1 – 6 

Year 11: Terms 1 & 2 

60% 

2 Unit 2 – exam unit Year 11: Term 3 & 4 40% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSICAL CIVILISATION 
Board 
OCR 

Outline of the Course 
• Year 10 – Thematic study – Women in the Ancient World 

– This unit is split into 8 subtopics covering content such as Women of Legend, Women and Religion, ‘Improper’ 
women, Young women and Women to be Feared 

– For each subtopic students will compare the respective position of women in the Greek world (Athens and 
Sparta) with those in the Roman world forming complex judgements as to how attitudes change over time, how 
and why roles differ and in which society women played a more significant role 

– In each subtopic are a number of case studies of women that had an impact for that topic, including Cleopatra, 
Medea and Aspasia 

– Study a wide range of source material from the ancient world covering: comic and tragic plays, epic poetry, 
letters and biographies as well as visual sources and archaeology 
 

• Year 11 – Literature and Culture – Roman City Life 
– In the culture section students will focus on topics such as political and social structure in the Roman world, 

housing and infrastructure and leisure and entertainment 
– Students will analyse a number of case study examples from various sites in the Roman world such as Pompeii, 

Herculaneum and Rome 
– In the literature section students will analyse 3 satirists (Horace, Juvenal and Petronius) and 6 letters from Pliny 

and analyse how useful these are as sources for finding out about the experiences of everyday life in the Roman 
world. 

– Key questions covered in the literature unit include: How dangerous was it living in the city of Rome? How 
important were dinner parties to wealthy Romans? Why might some Romans dislike going to the chariot races? 
How useful are the satirists as sources of evidence about the Roman world? 
 

Over both units learn and enhance key skills such as debating and forming coherent arguments, analysis of source 
material and evaluating the usefulness of a wide range of different source material. You do not have taken/be taking 
Latin or Greek, no language study involved. 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Women in the Ancient World (examination) 1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

2 Roman City Life (examination) 1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLASSICAL GREEK 
Board 
OCR 

Outline of the Course 
• Continuing to use the Course Greek to GCSE by John Taylor 

• Developing understanding of grammar and syntax 

• Learning the prescribed vocabulary 

• Working on the key skills of translation and comprehension 

• Reading verse & prose set texts – Homer and the historian Herodotus 

• Discussing the ideas presented by the set authors  

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Language: translation & comprehension 1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

2 Prose literature 1 hour  25% 

3 Verse literature 1 hour 25% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Board 
OCR (J277) 

Outline of the Course 
• A simple and intuitive assessment model, consisting of two papers, one focusing on computer systems and one 

with a focus on programming, computational thinking, and algorithms. Both papers have identical weighting and 
mark allocations 

• Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, data representation, 
wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It also looks at ethical, 
legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science 

• Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in Component 01 through Components 02. They develop skills 
and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs, 
computational logic and translators 

• Students are given the opportunity to undertake a programming task(s) during their course of study, which allows 
them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using a high-level programming language. 
Students will be assessed on these skills during the written examinations, in particular Component 02 (Section B), 
learning programming languages such as Java, JavaScript and Python 

• This specification/qualification will enable students to develop: 
– Valuable thinking and programming skills that are extremely attractive in the modern workplace 
– A deep understanding of computational thinking and how to apply it through a chosen programming language 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Component 01 – Computer systems 1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

2 Component 02 – Computational Thinking, algorithms and 

programming 

1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

3 Practical programming throughout the two years Non-exam  – 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESIGN ENGINEERING: DT 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• GCSE Design Engineering: DT is a popular subject that focuses on the creative development of products by 

planning, designing and engineering solutions to everyday problems. This involves lots of making and hands on 
iterative design in the school workshops. 

• Year 10 focuses on building key design and making skills through a range of exciting projects – this is only assessed 
in school. 

• Year 11 focuses on the major coursework project and end of year examination. 

• DT teaches you key skills and will help support many subjects such as maths and science. We will also help you 
develop sketching skills and design style. 

• You use many tools and machines to produce a range of exciting projects. You will experience using the laser 
cutter, 3D printer and CNC cutter (all CAM machines). 

• Class sizes are small, approx 16 per class. 

• 1 in 11 jobs in the UK are in the creative sector. DT opens many career opportunities such as engineering, 
architecture, furniture design, fashion, retail etc. 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Year 10 – internally assessed through mini projects and 

theory lessons 

All Year 10 0% 

2 Non Examinable Assessment – Year 11 Major Coursework 

Project based on exam board project ideas 

June Year 10 –  

March Year 11 

50% 

3 Examination – based on key theory learnt in Years 10 and 

11 based on materials, processes, design influences and 

design issues 

2 hours 50% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAMA 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Explore drama as a practical art form in which ideas and meaning are communicated to an audience through 

choices of form, style and convention 

• Create, perform and respond to drama informed by their theoretical knowledge of drama and theatre 

• Component 1: Understanding drama 
– Practically study and explore a Set Play: The Empress, Tanika Gupta 
– Learn how to analyse and evaluate the work of live theatre makers 

• Component 2:  Devising drama 
– Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning in a devised theatrical performance 
– Contribute to devised drama in a live theatre context for an audience 

• Component 3: Texts in practice 
– Interpret texts 
– Create and communicate meaning 
– Realise artistic intention in text-based drama 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Component 1: Understanding Drama 
Written Exam 

• Knowledge and Understanding of Theatre 

• Set Play: The Empress, Tanika Gupta 

• Live Theatre Production 

1 hour and 45 minutes 40% 

(80 marks) 

2 Component 2: Devising Drama 
Practical Assessment 

• Devising log (60 marks) 

• Devised performance (20 marks) 

This component is marked 

by teachers and 

moderated by AQA 

40% 
(80 marks) 

3 Component 3: Texts in Practice  
Practical Assessment 

• Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks) 

• Performance of Extract 2 (20 marks) 

This practical assessment 
is marked live by an AQA 
Visiting Examiner and 
students may choose 
EITHER a performance OR 
a design specialism 

20% 
(40 marks) 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEOGRAPHY 
Board 
Eduqas (Specification A) 

Outline of the Course 
• Topic 1: Distinctive Landscapes of UK including Limestone 

• Topic 2: World cities; Focus Mumbai 

• Topic 3: River Landscapes, Processes and Management of Flood risk 

• Topic 4: Rural-urban links (rural and urban areas, issues and management MEDC & LEDC, Population growth and 
Migration) 

• Topic 5: Coastal Landscapes and Processes 

• Topic 6: Sand dune ecosystems 

• Topic 7: Coastal Management - Flooding and Erosion issues in vulnerable coastal areas (option chosen by SLGGS) 

• Topic 8: Climate change – causes, consequences, impact 

• Topic 9: World climates: high and low pressure; Weather hazards: drought, wildfire, monsoons 

• Topic 10: Ecosystems – structure and function: tropical rain forests and coral 

• Topic 11: Water resource management, focus: Southern Africa 

• Topic 12: Weather and climate of UK 

• Topic 13: Development and Resource Issues (Inequality, TNC’s, Tourism and development, sustainable 
development goals, water 

• Topic 14: Environmental Impacts on a global scale - to include climate change, sea level rise, coral bleaching and 
management, plastic pollution, Ecological footprints, e-waste, food miles 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Component 1 – 3 structured data response and knowledge 
questions drawing on Topics 1-7  

1 hour 30 minutes 35% 

2 Component 2 – 3 structured data response and knowledge 
questions drawing on Topics 8-14  

1 hour 30 minutes 35% 

3 Applied fieldwork and General Geography structured 
questions 

1 hour 30 minutes 30% 

 
NB: In addition to classroom teaching, all students are required to participate on 2 days of local fieldwork. These days 
will be determined by the Methodological Approach (eg Transects, Change over time, Qualitative Surveys Geographical 
Flows) & Conceptual Frameworks (eg Place, Sphere of Influence, Cycles and Flows, Mitigating Risk) identified by the 
examination board for each consecutive cohort: Chatham and North Kent Coast = destinations 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• The course studies four areas of history and provides both a detailed knowledge and understanding of world 

history, as well as advanced analytical skills.    

• Students will learn in a variety of different ways that are based around investigating key historical events, ideas and 
individuals. Students will be expected to investigate and evaluate the importance of each area studied.  

• Students will be expected to form short and long written answers based on both their knowledge of events and the 
source material that has been produced about those events.  

• Students will be expected to read around the key areas that they study and will be asked to explain their research 
in their lessons. 

• Each paper has a range of question types, from source questions to knowledge and evaluation.  

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World 
America: Expansion and Consolidation 1840-1895 
Conflict and Tension 1918-1939 

2 hours 50% 

2 Paper 2: Shaping the Nation 
Health and the People: Medicine in Society 1000-Present 
Elizabethan England c. 1568-1603 

2 hours 50% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC 
Board 
Edexcel 

Outline of the Course 
• Made up of musical performance, composition and appraising. 

• Performing is worth 30% and students must perform at least two pieces, one of which will be a solo and one as part 
of an ensemble.  The minimum time for both pieces must be at least 4 minutes. Grade 4 equivalent difficultly is the 
aim by the end of year 11 for top marks. 

• Composing is worth 30% and students need to compose at least two pieces, one must be in response to a brief set 
by the awarding organisation and one must be a piece of free composition, the minimum time for both pieces must 
be at least 3 minutes.  

• Appraising is worth 40% looking at musical theory through set works including: Defying Gravity, Star Wars main 
theme, Killer Queen, a Beethoven sonata and more! 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Performing 2 performances  

Solo – minimum 1 piece – minimum 1 minute  

Ensemble – minimum 1 piece – minimum 1 

minute  

Together total minimum of 4 minutes across 

the solo and ensemble pieces 

30% 

2 Composing 2 compositions  

1 to set brief – minimum 1 minute  

1 free composition – minimum 1 minute  

Together total minimum of 3 minutes 

30% 

3 Appraising Exam: 1 hour 45minutes  40% 

 

Extra-curricular Activities 
We offer a wide range of extra-curricular opportunities for those students who want to develop their musical skills and 
abilities beyond a classroom curriculum. Students are encouraged to take part in our extensive and ever-growing 
collection of musical ensembles which include: seven choirs, brass ensemble, soul and funk band, two orchestras, 
various chamber ensembles, jazz band and more along with instrumental and vocal lessons to further develop their 
overall musicianship, confidence and sense of being. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Paper one – The human body and movement in physical activity  

• Topics covered in paper one include applied anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training and the 
use of data 

• Paper two – socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity 

• Topics covered in paper two include sports psychology, socio-cultural influences, health, fitness and well-being, the 
use of data 

• Practical activities include athletics, badminton, netball, gymnastics and dance 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Paper One – The human body and movement in physical 

activity  

1 hour 15 minutes 30% 

2 Paper Two – socio-cultural influences and well-being in 

physical activity 

1 hour 15 minutes 30% 

3 Non-exam assessment (practical) practical performance in 

three activities. Assessed throughout the course and then 

moderated by AQA 

Ongoing through Year 10 

and 11 

40% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RS 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Component 1: Study of two religions (Buddhism and Christianity) – beliefs, teachings and practices 

• Component 2: Thematic Studies (Themes A, B, E and F) – Different religious perspectives on the issues within our 
society 

• Theme A: Relationships and Families – Religious teachings about sexuality, divorce and marriage, contraception and 
gender equality 

• Theme B: Religion and life – The origins and value of the universe and of human life – abortion, euthanasia and 
animal experimentation 

• Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment – corporal punishment; the death penalty and forgiveness 

• Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice – the status of women in religion; the uses of wealth; freedom of 
religious expression 

 

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Two compulsory five-part questions will be set on each of 
the two religions in Component 1 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

2 One compulsory five-part question will be set for each of 
the 4 themes in Component 2 

1 hour 45 minutes 50% 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEXTILES 
Board 
AQA 

Outline of the Course 
• Coursework (60%) – a main sustained project and a mini project over two years. 

• Students have the opportunity to learn and develop practical skills in textiles. Skills covered include: transfer 
printing, block printing, screen printing, reverse applique, bondaweb applique, free machining, fabric manipulation 
techniques and a range of art techniques. The focus of lessons enables students to build their confidence when 
experimenting with a wide range of techniques to ensure they can develop their projects in an individual and 
personal way. 

• Practical exam (10 hours) Students receive a choice of exam question to base their studies on in January. A practical 
exam which allows students to make their design occurs in May of Year 11. There is no theory element to this 
course, it is 100% practical.  

Assessment 
 

Type of Assessment Duration Weighting 

1 Coursework 
1 prolonged practical project 
1 mini project 

Sept of Year 10 to Jan of 

Year 11. Students receive 

a detailed schedule to 

plan their project base 

time 

60% 

2 Practical exam 10 hours (not including 

prep time Jan-May in  

Year 11) 

40% 

 


