
Film Studies Endeavour Task 

(Recommended completion time: 12 hours) 

 

Introduction: This is your opportunity to write a presentation about a film you love. In the process, 

you will begin to gain knowledge and practise skills that will be very useful as you begin A-Level. 

Your task: Write a Powerpoint presentation on a film which: 

• should be considered worthy of study, (i.e. it is good enough in your opinion to appear on an 

A-Level Film Studies syllabus) 

• and/or has been underrated by critics and deserves more attention 

You should be ready to present your work in your first Film Studies lesson.  It would be useful to 

send your power point to your teachers in advance: Jhanna@langton.kent.sch.uk 

LRodgers@langton.kent.sch.uk  

 

In order to complete the presentation, you will need to: 

• choose a film which you loved when you saw it at the cinema or at home, perhaps one which 

has been popular with audiences, but reviewed negatively by critics (a good fairly recent 

example is The Greatest Showman) 

• research the cultural context of the film (when was it made, and how does it reflect the 

society of that time?) 

• consider how it challenges / doesn’t challenge common ideas / ideologies of gender, class 

or race 

• look at different aspects of the film, like the casting choices that were made, production 

design, cinematography (which includes colour, lighting, composition, camera angles and 

movements), music, sound design, editing, notable performances, etc  

• read and make notes on the reviews that the film received at the time, and since 

You should look for reviews from a wide variety of reliable sources; a good place to start is IMDb 

(the Internet Movie Database), which collates all the critics’ articles that have appeared in 

newspapers, magazines and their online versions. IMDb also has spectators’ own responses, which 

might be useful. Another good starting point is the references that appear at the end of Wikipedia 

articles. If the film is an older one, you might also find essays on academic sites like JSTOR. You must 

use quotations from the reviews in your presentation. 

You should make your presentation both informative and entertaining. To this end, use a 

combination of images and text. Embed clips from the film if possible. As a conclusion, think of an 

answer to the question, Why should critics pay more attention to X film? 

Good luck with your work. You can consult the Film Studies teachers (Mr Hanna and Dr Rodgers) via 

the usual school email at any point if you have questions / need advice. 

See you in September! 
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