
Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar School 

English Department 

Summer Assignment 

Gothic Literature 

o ‘A recurrent pattern of primitive thinking… a symptom of a sudden loss of faith.’ Marilyn 

Gaull, English romanticism: the Human Context (1988)  

o Smuggling into the domestic novel, ‘the heightened passions, elemental situations, and 

stylised poetic techniques of the Elizabethan dramatists.’ Marilyn Butler Romantics’ Rebels 

and Reactionaries (1981)  

o ‘Erotic, violent, perverse, bizarre and occasionally connected with contemporary fears.’ Clive 

Bloom Gothic Horror (1988) 

o “Lust, murder, incest, and every atrocity that can disgrace human nature, brought together, 

without the apology of probability, or even possibility for their introduction.’ Review of M.G. 

Lewis’ The Monk published in The British Critic 7, June 1796, p.677. Quoted from Gothic, 

Fred Botting, p.21. 

Gothic literature may be defined as writing that employs dark and picturesque scenery, startling and 

melodramatic narrative devices, and an overall atmosphere of exoticism, mystery, fear, and 

dread. Yet it would be contrary to the spirit of the gothic to attempt to pin it down too absolutely; 

gothic writers have also used supernatural elements, touches of romance, well-known historical 

characters, and travel and adventure narratives to shock, thrill and enlighten their readers.  

Your Task 

To create a Timeline of Gothic Literature to be displayed in the English Department. In your first 

lesson on Gothic literature, you will be asked to share and talk through your timeline with your class.   

Your timeline could include: 

• Texts and authors in the development of Gothic literature 

• Social, political, historical and literary eras and events which impacted the development of 

Gothic literature. 

• Views on what Gothic literature is and how it has changed over time 

• Images, quotations, themes, critical views and more. 

• You must include a bibliography to show your research 

Mark scheme 

Five marks will be available for each of the four categories listed below: 

• Effort and Presentation  

• Breadth and Detail of Research 

• Spoken Presentation and contribution to discussion 

• Bibliography 

Here are some resources to get you started: 

• https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/themes/the-gothic  
• https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-the-gothic#  

https://www.thoughtco.com/what-is-gothic-literature-739030
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/themes/the-gothic
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-the-gothic


• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/spine-chillers-and-suspense-a-timeline-of-gothic-
fiction/zvr9vk7  

• https://scalar.usc.edu/works/star-of-the-sea-a-postcolonialpostmodern-voyage-into-the-
irish-famine/history-of-the-gothic  

• https://www.atmostfear-entertainment.com/literature/books/creation-evolution-gothic-
grotesque/  

• https://opus.govst.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1103&context=theses   

• https://www.atmostfear-entertainment.com/opinions/movements/contemporary-gothic-

novels-films-need/ 

• A Gothic Chronology – Ainsworth & Friends (wordpress.com)  

• The Gothic Tradition – David Stevens (https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gothic-Tradition-Cambridge-

Contexts-Literature/dp/0521777321 ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/spine-chillers-and-suspense-a-timeline-of-gothic-fiction/zvr9vk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/spine-chillers-and-suspense-a-timeline-of-gothic-fiction/zvr9vk7
https://scalar.usc.edu/works/star-of-the-sea-a-postcolonialpostmodern-voyage-into-the-irish-famine/history-of-the-gothic
https://scalar.usc.edu/works/star-of-the-sea-a-postcolonialpostmodern-voyage-into-the-irish-famine/history-of-the-gothic
https://www.atmostfear-entertainment.com/literature/books/creation-evolution-gothic-grotesque/
https://www.atmostfear-entertainment.com/literature/books/creation-evolution-gothic-grotesque/
https://opus.govst.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1103&context=theses
https://www.atmostfear-entertainment.com/opinions/movements/contemporary-gothic-novels-films-need/
https://www.atmostfear-entertainment.com/opinions/movements/contemporary-gothic-novels-films-need/
https://ainsworthandfriends.wordpress.com/2015/12/08/a-gothic-chronology/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gothic-Tradition-Cambridge-Contexts-Literature/dp/0521777321
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Gothic-Tradition-Cambridge-Contexts-Literature/dp/0521777321


Endeavour Task  

‘Studying English literature opens up a world of inspiration and creativity, while also developing 

skills that are essential for today's global environment.’  

Create a project that responds to this statement and demonstrates your love of English literature.   

Your project should explain why you have chosen to study English literature, perhaps with a focus 

on:  

• an author/text/issue from your reading that you have found inspiring 

• analysis and/or review of a text that you love 

• the importance of creativity in literature and society 

• skills that are developed through the study of literature 

• ways in which the study of English can help to prepare students for today’s global 

environment and careers 

• your own related ideas 

Your work can be presented in any form you choose –an essay, a Ted Talk, an online exhibition, a 

piece of artwork, a presentation.  

To help guide your choice of focus and form you must select one Langton Value which your 

project will especially demonstrate. (See Langton Values and descriptions on page 4)  

All Endeavour tasks will be presented to class in one of your first English lessons of Year 12 so 

please be ready to explain and take questions on your project. 

You should include a bibilography 

Some resources to get you started: 

• 5 Reasons to Study English Literature at University – Oxbridge International Summer School 

• Books that made me | Books | The Guardian 

• What can I do with an English degree? | Prospects.ac.uk 

• Angela Carter on Writing, Reading, Books, Desire, Love, and More. – BIG OTHER 

• Literature for life | Faculty of English (ox.ac.uk) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oxbridgeinternationalsummerschool.co.uk/blogs/preparing-for-university/5-reasons-to-study-english-literature-at-university
https://www.theguardian.com/books/series/books-that-made-me
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/english
https://bigother.com/2020/05/07/angela-carter-on-writing-reading-books-desire-love-and-more/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CReading%20a%20book%20is%20like,re%2Dwriting%20it%20for%20yourself.
https://www.english.ox.ac.uk/literature-life


Endeavour Task – Identifying and Exemplifying Langton Values through your academic 

work in the Simon Langton Grammar School Sixth Form  

Creativity 

Evaluating research in a clear and engaging way, incorporating a range of techniques.  

Bringing an element of originality to the project.    

Demonstrating a creativity of thought in how you link ideas across curricular topics. 

Presenting your work in an appealing and exciting medium, whether this be through the 

expressive nature of your writing or the visual impact of your work.   

 

Confidence  

Articulating a clear a well-explained argument which is reinforced throughout.  Your piece 

acknowledges the complexity of the topic and where academics disagree.  The conclusion is 

well-supported. 

Engaging in detailed research, making a conscious effort to make links between ideas and 

evaluate academic opinions. 

Selecting material to draw conclusions and present answers.  Presenting findings effectively 

and identifying potential weaknesses of your research. 

 

Ambition  

Overcoming the initial unfamiliarity of the task.  Accept the problems that open-ended 

research brings and approaching the project energetically and positively.   

Asking big questions which address the complexity of the topic.  Asking questions of the 

research undertaken. 

Writing in a clear, confident and unambiguous style which engages the reader and sustains 

their attention.   

 

Independence  

Finding and using resources from a range of mediums in an efficient, effective and critical 

manner.   

Clear evaluation of the skills you have gained as part of your individual research.   

Being able to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the research process.  Suggesting 

areas that could be improved or could have been approached differently.  Articulating the 

impact your work has had upon your future academic approach.  


