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A’Level Drama and Theatre Studies 

On this course you will study three main areas of Drama and Theatre: 

• How you bring a written play text to the stage (acting, staging, lighting, sound and 

directing) 

• How to devise your own theatrical production to reflect a practitioner  

• How to analyse the work of theatre makers through watching live theatrical 

productions 

One of your set texts is:  

Hedda Gabler 

 

Task: Create a fact sheet about the play conducting independent research about the text. 

You could include: 

-Who was it written by? What style is the play? 

-When was it set? What issues were impacting people in Europe at the time?  

-What themes are explored? 

-What did the playwright wish to achieve?  

Reviews: 



https://www.theguardian.com/stage/2016/dec/13/hedda-gabler-review-ruth-wilson-ibsen-ivo-

van-hove-national-theatre 

https://britishtheatre.com/review-hedda-gabler-national-theatre/ 

Watch: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lleHC2zeLDQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Jt1XpJBiu8 

 

Live Theatre 

 

Refresh your memory of the different types of staging used in a theatrical production by 

reading P.1-10 of this document: 

http://theatreprojects.com/files/pdf/Resources_IdeasInfo_typesandformsoftheatre.pdf 

Task: List the different types of theatre staging. Write the pros and cons for each type of 

theatre space and what style of performance they might best suit and why.  

Read through the following glossary of theatrical terminology: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/resources/drama-and-performing-arts/as-and-a-level/drama-and-

theatre/teach/subject-specific-vocabulary 

This terminology forms the basis of your vocabulary for the course.  

Task: Make note of any words you were unfamiliar with.  

Watching as much live theatre as possible is one of the most helpful things you can do for 

the Theatre Studies course. The more you watch the more familiar you will be with 

different styles of theatrical performance. Here are the login details for the National 

Theatre where you can access a number of productions to watch:  

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/series/national-theatre-collection-iid-190464 

  

Username: 4Jo'1Ng/ 

Password: 6Dp)8Tg$ 
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Task: Choose one production to watch (most are between 2-3 hrs) 

Prior to watching the production conduct research into the plot, director, any interviews 

you can find with the cast, crew or director, read reviews of the production and anything 

else you find associated with the play.  

Explore: https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learning/schools/secondary-and-fe/resources 

After watching the production you can do the following:  

Task: Look at the following vocabularly grid: 

 

What  When  How Why  
arrogant  

calm  

evil  

energetic 

shy 

aggressive assertive  

haughty dominant 

cheerful  

comic  

placid  

aloof  

powerful cheerful 

welcoming anxious  

vain  

patient intimidating 

eccentric  

rude  

keen 

excited  

“ A QUOTE”  

 

Stage direction  

 

Exercise 

 

Social Context  

 

Historical  

 

Context  

 

Scene  

 

At this point…  

 

Dialogue  

 

Climax Opening  

 

appearance  

casting  

costume  

make-up hair  

gait  

stance entrance/exit 

demeanour  

eye contact  

gesture  

posture  

facial expression 

voice  

emotion  

emphasis articulation  

accent  

timing  

tone  

pitch  

pace  

pause  

In order to arouse… 

(from the audience)  

shock  

fear  

anticipation laughter  

surprise  

sympathy  

empathy  

pity  

anger  

anxiety  

disdain  

contempt  

revulsion  

horror  

sorrow  

admiration  

respect  

status  

 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learning/schools/secondary-and-fe/resources


puzzled introverted 

shocked  

manic  

nervous  

hopeful 

tearful mesmerizing 

Denouement – the 

final, summing up, 

revelation 

projection 

interaction 

intonation intention 

proxemics  

levels  

positioning direction 

In order to create… 

increased tension  

light relief  

dramatic irony  

 

In order to make the 

audience…. 

relate to  

realise that understand 

that feel that  

believe that  

expect that  

be entertained by 
 

Task: Check you understand the terms above. If not look up the definition of the word. Are 

there any more you could add? 

Task: Choose your favourite actor from the production you watched. Select two scenes 

that they were in and rewatch them. Make notes about the following: 

- What was their characters aim in the scene? 

- How did you feel about the character at this moment?  

- What emotions did they demonstrate? 

- Did they create any particular effect on the audience e.g. comedy, sympathy, anger? 

- How did they achieve this?  

Task: Using approximately 3 paragraphs complete the following question using some of the 

vocabulary above: 

“How did the actor use their vocal and physical skills to create a convincing character? Use 

one or two scenes from a recent production you have watched.” 

 

Task: Sketch one of their costumes and label as a costume designer would do: 



 

 

 


