
Simon Langton Girls’ Grammar School 

Classical Civilisation Summer and Endeavour Tasks 
 

The Ancient Greek Theatre 
 

All of the plays that you will read in Year 12 were written and performed in the 

5th Century BC at the theatre of Dionysus in Athens. The plays were performed as 

part of religious festivals, the largest and most significant being the City Dionysia 

festival. This festival was in honour of the god of wine, theatre and revelry; 

Dionysus. It was a citizen’s civic duty to attend these shows and there was a 

space for thousands to attend the performances.  

There were tragedies, comedies and also satyr plays performed over the course 

of the festival with the playwrights competing against each other to be judged as 

the best for that year. 

Summer Task 

 
Write an answer of no more than 1,000 words to the question ‘How similar was the experience of attending a play 
in the 5th Century BC to that of today?’ 
 

You should focus on: 
 The theatre building itself 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/students/modules/greekreligion/database/clunap/ 
 The reasons people went to the theatre in the 5th Century BC 
 The types of plays performed and their content 
 The use of props, masks and costumes 

 

 Conduct your own research on the topic, there are lots of website easily 
accessible online but the ones below are helpful starting points: 
 

• Intro to Greek Theatre: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSRLK7SogvE 

• Intro to Greek Tragedy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSr6mP-
zxUc 

• Intro to Greek Comedy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-

BvMbfkxcc 

• The Open University Open Learn Course: 

https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/history/greek-

theatre?track=2  

• The National Theatre resources 

https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/backstage/greek-theatre  

• This website provides a useful overview of the process:  

http://www.ancientgreece.com/s/Theatre/ 
 

 

 

Challenge: Take it further 

by watching this fantastic 

documentary all about 

Greek theatre 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=FAkLTWQUbG8 

The Theatre of Dionysus in 

Athens today 

https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/arts/classics/students/modules/greekreligion/database/clunap/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSRLK7SogvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSr6mP-zxUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSr6mP-zxUc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-BvMbfkxcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H-BvMbfkxcc
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/history/greek-theatre?track=2
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/history/greek-theatre?track=2
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/backstage/greek-theatre
http://www.ancientgreece.com/s/Theatre/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAkLTWQUbG8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAkLTWQUbG8


Endeavour Task 

Ancient Theatre is a popular choice for directors and production companies. 

Each year many performances of reworked Greek comedies and tragedies are 

put on to thousands of spectators in some of the biggest and most reputable 

theatres in the country. In the last few years this has included Medea and 

Antigone at the National Theatre. However, why are these plays still popular 

2,500 years after their first production and what challenges do directors have in 

making them accessible to a modern audience whilst retaining the issues and 

themes prevalent in Greek theatre? Answer these questions and produce you work 

in one of the formats below. You may choose to look at Greek comedy, tragedy or both. 

After conducting your own research produce one of: 

• 1000 word essay 

• 8 minute presentation 

• Podcast / video 

Resources to help you get started: 

• Why Greek tragedies are alluring: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eVRU5MVYNiw  

• In Search of Greek theatre: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTCo7LKc-vU  

• Modern Interpretations of Greek Chorus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MlXi8LfKv-0  

• Two modern productions of Aristophanes’ Frogs (A Level 

Set 

text)https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DM7JfS4Q_ww 

and https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYYQIn_sC-4  

• A modern production of Sophocles’ Oedipus Rex (A Level 

set text) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Blp4RNLiqI  

• www.massolit.io Sign up for a free account using your school 

email and search Greek Theatre 

• Cambridge University context to their Greek plays https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/greek-

tragedy-setting-the-stage-today  

• National Theatre Live archives for productions of Antigone and Medea (behind a paywall) 

 

 

 

 

Barnard Columbia College student production of 

Frogs 

National Theatre 

production of Medea 

staring Helen McCrory 

The National Theatre’s production of 

Antigone starring Jodie Whittaker and 

Christopher Eccleston 
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