
Chemistry Endeavour Work 

A brief introduction to A level Chemistry 

There are three main strands of chemistry, physical chemistry (which you currently know as energy, 

rates and equilibrium), organic chemistry (carbon compounds) and inorganic chemistry (all the other 

compounds that aren’t carbon based). 

When studying A level chemistry, you will look at all three strands. As a brief introduction, in these 

tasks we will look at some organic and inorganic chemistry. When reading through this document 

make sure to click on all of the available links and then watch the clips provided.  

 

Organic Chemistry 

Watch the clip ‘an introduction to organic chemistry’ this will explain to you the importance of this 

branch of chemistry as well as giving you a quick crash course in the basics. 

Now choose an organic compound, make it one that you’ve already heard of, but not one you’ve 

studied at GCSE, most of your medicine cabinet is full of organic compounds so that might be 

somewhere to look for ideas. A good example might be aspirin (watch this clip to find out more). 

• Now find out the formula of the compound and learn how to draw it.  

• What is the compound for? How does it do this?  

• How is this compound synthesised?  

• Can we find it in nature? Where?  

• What else can you find out about it. 

Make sure to record all your findings. 

 

Inorganic Chemistry  

All of the elements are found on the periodic table, which is based on Mendeleev’s original ideas. 

You know that the elements are arranged in order of the number of protons (the atomic number). At 

GCSE you will only have an encountered a small fraction of these elements, and sadly few of the 

interesting ones. For example there are a huge variety of elements found in something as common 

as your phone.   

Once you have watched the video clips above we would like you to choose an interesting element 

and to tell us something about it. Firstly, make sure it’s not an element you have heard of before. 

Can you find out the following;  

• When and how the element was discovered,  

• its electronic structure (possibly in spdf notation),  

• its main uses and what properties it has that make it suitable for these uses,  

Again, make sure to record your findings. 

 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jakob_magolan_a_crash_course_in_organic_chemistry#t-744850
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uRhkDN2WjzI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nsbXp64YPRQ
https://www.ted.com/talks/cathy_mulzer_the_incredible_chemistry_powering_your_smartphone#t-437786


Presentation 

Once you have completed your research produce a (maximum) 5 minute presentation to share your 

findings. You will need to talk through some form of display, be that a PowerPoint, large poster or 

alternative. If you would prefer to pre record your presentation please feel free to do so, this may 

also give you the added bonus of going further with your presentation, maybe even visit your 

compound and/or element in the wild… 

 

And finally, if you would like to watch a few interesting demonstrations, and you really should want 

to if you’re planning on studying A level chemistry, then you just need to click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ti_E2ZKZpC4

