
Endeavour Task for Biology 2022 

Choose one option from below:  

Option Activity Comment Opportunities 

/skills 

A The importance of amateur biological 

recording 

Even as an amateur, your observations can be 

valuable to science, says Steph West from the 

Natural History Museum's Angela Marmont 

Centre for UK Biodiversity. 

'The UK's National Biodiversity Network 

Atlas holds nearly 226 million records, covering 

over 45.5 thousand species, with most of those 

records coming from amateur natural 

historians. 

'That wealth of data, supplied primarily by 

people volunteering their time and effort 

through watching wildlife, means that we 

understand our biodiversity far better than we 

ever could through the efforts of researchers 

and scientists alone. 

'It is vitally important, particularly at a point 

where we know that our environment is 

changing rapidly that we continue to collate 

these records.' 

Steph emphasises, 'Any record that includes 

who [made the record], what [was recorded], 

when and where is of value, no matter how 

common the species is. In fact, our common 

species are very often some of our most under-

recorded species, simply because people don’t 

bother to record them.' 

 

Go to the below website and create your own 

nature journal:  

How to make and use a nature journal to record 

your wildlife observations | Natural History 

Museum (nhm.ac.uk) 

Record what interests you, in your own style. 

If you would like to contribute your findings to 

biological record databases to help scientists 

monitor wildlife changes, include: 

• What was observed 

• Where 

• When 

• Who made the observation 

These are what will turn your observations 

into a useful scientific record. 

 

Below is an example of a nature journal from a 

trainee curator at the Natural History 

Museum.  You can access a larger version on 

the website.   

 

Your journals will be reviewed by Year 13 

students in our new ‘Sustainability Hub’ and 

will be entered into our Endeavour Awards, 

where members of the Sixth Form Team will 

select examples that best demonstrate one or 

more of our Langton Values:  

Creativity  

Confidence  

Ambition  

Independence  

Observation 

Communication 

Link learning to 

life 

Show Creativity 

 

 

B “Everyone over 40 should be prescribed 

statins”.  

 

“In 2014, Professor Sir Magdi Yacoub, who has 

carried out more heart transplants than anyone 

else, said the benefits of taking the controversial 

drugs ‘massively’ outweigh the risks” – National 

newspaper article.     

A SWOT analysis includes the following key 

elements:  

 

Strengths  

Weaknesses  

Opportunities  

Threats 

 

 

Research 

Analytical  

Synopsis 

Presentation 

Referencing 

(Content link to 

Topic 1) 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/centre-for-uk-biodiversity.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/take-part/centre-for-uk-biodiversity.html
https://nbnatlas.org/
https://nbnatlas.org/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-and-use-a-nature-journal-to-record-your-wildlife-obs.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-and-use-a-nature-journal-to-record-your-wildlife-obs.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-to-make-and-use-a-nature-journal-to-record-your-wildlife-obs.html


Research the above statement and create a 

SWOT analysis.  Draft a conclusion that is based 

on the elements of your SWOT analysis.   

Include data (figures/tables / graphs) and 

explain them. Include arguments for 

(Strengths/Opportunities) and against 

(Weaknesses/Threats) as well as a conclusion. 

Ensure a range of sources are used and 

acknowledged in a reference list 

Show 

independent 

learning 

 

 


